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To the Honour'd 


Mrs. Tabell Ge 


Map AM, 


N N compliance with your re- 
Be nucſt, I have yielded, that the 
Sermon I preach'd at your huſ- 
oand's Funeral may be made 
publick. Tho' I have a juſter 
notion of the performance, than 
to value my ſelf upon it; yet I conceive, it 
may in ſome meaſure anſwer your pious 405 
ſign of giving it about in your Pariſh; and 
perhaps be further acceptable to a few religi- 
ous minds, within the narrow circle of my 
acquaintance. If it ſhould alſo happily in- 
cline and perſuade any perſons that read it to 
holineſs of life, help to fix our own people 
in the Communion of our Church, or pre- 
vail with our Diſſenters to have a better opi- 
nion of it, (as, by the bleſſing of God, it 
may;) I ſhould . give over bluſhing, 
thank the opportunity you are pleas'd to give 
me of doing a little good, and joyfully bear 
the cenſures of ſome upon a mean Script, 
that had the leaft tendency towards the pro- 
moting the welfare of the publick. But be 
the event what it will, I calily ſee with what 


A 2 gratitude 
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gratitude I ought to reſent your engaging 
me in this affair. 

And I muſt particularly acknowledge the 
recommendation you allow my haſty papers, 
in permitting me to annex Mr. Crompton's 
Letters to them. For they do plainly breathe 
forth a ſpirit of true Chriſtian piety and mo- 
deration ; chalk out that temper of mind, 


which qualifies to diſcern and embrace the 


truth; wiſely direct us to the propereſt means 


for it; and ſet before our eyes a winning ex- 


amp le of ſincerity. On which accounts, as 
they will be grateful and a ſtay to unpreju- 
dic'd minds, ſo, in my opinion, they are like 
to be very prevalent with his old friends, tb 
diſentangle them from many of thoſe preju- 
dices againſt our Church, which they — 
pily lie under. 


That the God, who maketh men to be of 


one mind in an houſe, may daily more and 
more unite all the members of our Church 


and Nation in love, and faith, and holineſs, 


is the frequent and hearty prayer of him, 
who is, with great reſpect, 
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Tour Humble Servant, 
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PRO v. Xii. 26. 


The righteous is more excellent than his 
neighbour, — 


OW by the word righteous is meant 
here, not only the ſuſt, or honeſt 
man, as that is oppoled to kzaviſh; 
but the godly, religious or virtubous 
in the general, in oppoſition to the 
ungodly, the vicious or wicxed in any 


kind; as it follows in the Verſe, - - © The way of 


& the wicked ſeduceth them: the word righteous 


being often taken in this Senſe in holy Scripture, 
in this book of Proverbs, and particularly in the 
6th, 7th, roth, and 12th verſes of this chapter. 


And by the neighbour of the righteous we are 
to underſtand the anrighteous or wicked ; the good 
and bad being uſually mixed together in the {ame 
neighbourhood, and their concerns being ſtrange- 
ly interwoven with one another. They often 
fight under the ſame banner, ſail in the ſame Ship, 
travel together in the ſame road; nay, live toge- 
ther in the ſame village, or under the ſame roof: 
and there is ſcarce any condition of liſe, any age 
or place aſſignable, im which the rightecus has not 
rhe wiczed for his neighbour. 


B | | Laſtly, 


( 2) 


Laſtly, when the text tells us, that the righ- : 


tcous is ore excellent than his neighbour, it means 
to ſet our notions right, as to perſons and things; 
and to aſſure us, That the righteous is always the 


wiſer, and better, the more uſeful and valuable 


man. 


That I may yet further clear up the meaning 


of the aſſertion in the text, I would beg you care- 
fully to obſerve, on what point the compariſon 
between the righteous and wicked turns. 

Now we do not compare them together upon 
the account ofany natural perfection as, ſtrength 
of body, beauty, good parts, or the like: 

Nor on account of the goods of fortune; no- 
ble birth, great riches, high places, c. 

As to both theſe, it may ſuffice to ſay, That 


the righteous and the wicked ſtand upon the ſame 
level; that there is nothing in righteouſneſs that 


hinders any goods of this kind; but on the con- 


trary, righteouſneſs greatly preſerves, promotes 
and improves them. 
But herein we compare theſe two together, 


namely, Whether of them has better improved 


his capacity and opportunities of being and doing 


good in the world: and we make no ſcruple to 
determine the queſtion in favour of the righteous. 
The meaning of the text being thus explained, 
I ſhall now ſhew after a familiar manner, That 
<« the righteous is more excellent than the wick- 
ce ed:” and then make ſome practical improve- 
ment of the point in hand; part of which I will 
make as ſuitable as I can to the preſent mournful 
occaſion of our meeting together in this place. 
And that the righteous is more excellent than 


the wicked, will appear, 


I. By conſidering whoa the excellency of 
a man, or a Chriſtian may be {ſuppoſed to conſiſt. 
And, | | II. By 


5 


ſomething that is good and voluntary, ſo muſt it 
WM 


3 2 
II. By giving you a ſhort character of the 
righteous. 5 | 


I. For the firſt of theſe, the excellency of a 
man, or Chriſtian, conſiſts in the following par- 
ticulars. 8 
In ſomething that is good in itſelf, that 
is voluntary, that is difficult, and that always yields 
him a rational ſatisfaction. And 


1. The excellency of a Chriſtian conſiſſs 
in ſomething that is good in itſelf. | 

We are not here enquiring, who comes near- 
eſt to perfection in ill and hurtful qualities: nor, 
who is eminent in trifles. Thoſe are a reproach 
to us, and theſe can add no beauty to our cha- 
racter. 


2. The cxcellency we are enquiring after 
lies in ſomething that is voluntary. | | 

For man being a rational creature, and reaſon 
being made up of the underſtanding and the will, 
it muſt needs be, that that cannot be aſcribed as 
a perfection to a man which he does not chuſe, 
and which his will is not leſs or more concerned 
in; as in the practice of virtue or vice. | 

But here, to prevent any miſtake, obſerve, I 
pray, That I do not ſuppoſe, that now (ſince the 
fall of our firſt parents) man has it naturally in 
his power to embrace virtue in a ſaving way: no; 
but I thankfully believe, every Chriſtian has it in 
his power to do ſo, by the grace of God pre- 
venting and aſſiſting him, in his regular uſe of 
the means of grace: and this makes no alteration 
as to the particular before us. 


--- 3, As the excellency of a Chriſtian lies in 
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be difficult too; or elſe it will hardly merit our 


64 


eſteem and commendation. 
This obſervation holds in all arts and callings; 
as in muſick, oratory, poetry, the law, the att 


military, and the reſt. One great reaſon why 


we value an artiſt in any profeſſion, is becaule it 
is pretty hard to arrive ar the top of it; and we 
generally flight and nauſeate what is of eaſy ac- 
queſt, and tamely yields to the firſt attempts we 


make upon it. Juſt ſo it is here, in the caſe of 
righteouſneſs, religion, or virtue: it requires ma- 


ny repeated endeavours, much conſideration, care, 
contrivance, reſolution, labour and long patience 
to become maſter of it. The foundation of it 


muſt, ordinarily, be early laid in a religious educa- 


tion; and yet, after that, we are conſtantly in the 
way of temptation. Tempted we are with the 
world, the gauderies and vanities of which early 
take our hearts and fancies, before we know what 
they are: tempted with the fleſh, (our corrupt 
luſts, paſſions, and humours,) part of our very 


ſelves; which weare apr fondly to over-love: and 


laſtly, dangerouſly tempted with the devil, an in- 
viſible enemy; whole ſnares are laid in darkneſs, 


and his wiles ſubtle; aptly ſuited to our conſti- 


tution, education, age, ſex, calling, circumſtan- 
ces; ſtrangely fitted to deceive and pleaſe us, and 
cunningly conveyed into our converſation, friend- 
ſhips, our very meat and drink, and almoſt every 
ſenſual delight. So that you ſee the righteous 
man is by his very profeſſion a Soldier: he is to 
engage with the world, the pleafures, the inte- 
reits, the honours of it; to avoid, reſiſt, ſubdue 
them: he is to overcome himſelf; one of the 
hardeſt and nobleſt victories: and, (as if all this 
was not enough,) he is to fence againſt the infi- 
nite malice of Satan; governed and conducted by 
great natural ſagacity, and long experience, and 

| 1 excited 
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excited by his general Succeſs. And you know, 
this cannot be done, without our ſetting the 
ſtricteſt guard upon our ſelves, without watchings 
and faſtings: we muſt deny ourſelves in a thouſand 
inſtances, deny our old acquaintance, familiar 
friends, and dear relations; be deaf to their in- 
treaties, reſiſt their importunities, and fly from 
every temptation as from the face of a Serpent, 
till we have cut of (in the language of our Savi- 
our) our right hands, pluck'd out our right eyes, and 
ſo a-new moulded our nature as to have vanquiſh'd 
the dominion of fin, and got an entire victory 
over our own will. And laſtly, this is to be, leis 
or more, our regular and daily employment z our 
enemies, as in a conquer'd country, being always 
ready to revolt, and to improve every opportuni- 
ty to our diſadvantage: ſo that in mere policy, 
we mult perſevere in our religious warfare unto 
the end. EY 1 
And here it is, that we leave the wicked be- 
hind us; who like perverſe or lazy courſers, part- 
ly do not ſet out right, or diſcouraged (it may 
be) by the badneſs or length of the way, ſoon 
give out or lagg behind, and never hold out to 
the end of the race; and ſo come ſhort of the 
Prize. ” 2 
And indeed, if we duly confider what has been 
ſaid upon this head, we muſt necds allow the pra- 
ctice of religion to be attended with many diffi- 
culties. Nay, they would be altogether inſupe- 
rable, did we not wiſely take all the advantages 
we can, for our help and encouragement in this 
weighty contention; ſet the nobleſt patterns be- 
fore our eyes, God, our bleſſed Saviour, the ho- 
ly angels, the ſaints; make a regular conſcientious 
uſe of the means of grace in publick and private; 
often renew the ſenſe of our duty on our minds; 
think on the terrors of the Lord; call in the di- 
vine 
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(5) 
vine aſſiſtance by our hearty prayers; and laſtly, 


anticipate our future happineſs, by our frequent 
meditation upon the joys of it. 


By all which it appears, that the labours attend- 
ing a religious courſe of life, tho' not ſo great as 


juſtly to diſcourage any one, are yet ſuch as not 
to be deſpiſed, and as deſervedly reflect great ho- 
nour upon him who overcomes them. 


--= 4. The excellency of a Chriſtian muſt be 

laced in ſomething which always yields him a 
rational ſatisfaction. T 

And as to this, what is there that can compare 


with our holy religion? What more noble in it 


ſelf than to imitate, and to become like God? 
And by what can the dignity of our nature be 
more highly advanced? Or, what is more truly 
reaſonable, than to ſpend our lives and all we have, 


in the ſervice, and to the glory of God who 


gave them? 
This we can do, and this we ought to do; 


(every one in his ſtation ;) and he that does it, has 


a fountain of joy and ſatisfaction continually 


{pringing up within him: his hope is ſtrong and 


lively, and he can never poſſibly be put out of 
conceit with himſelf. For even when good men 


come to die, (at which time, ſurely, we may be- 
lieve them ſerious,) do they uſe to repent of their 


good actions, ſay they have been miſtaken in do- 
ing them, ſpent too much time, pains, or coſt 
about them ? Or, do they adviſe their friends and 
relations, to continue in their wickedneſs? 
Oh, no! Rather, then, they more earneſtly 
repent them of their ſins; (their many flips and 
failings) they fear they have not been good 


enough; they cenſure and accuſe themſelves with 


much ſeverity; deeply bewail their many negli- 
gences and ignorances; fly to God's mercy in a 
| Saviour, 


. 


(7) 


Saviour; recommend the ſtricteſt piety to thoſe. 
about them ; and ſincerely profels, that were they 
to lead their lives over again, they would ſpend 
them more directly in the ſervice, and to the glo- 
ry of God: and the fame breath that ſaid this, 
carries their pious humble ſouls out of their bodies 
into the manſions of the bleſſed. 

And more than this, tis alſo much to our pur- 
poſe to remember, That not only theſe good men, 


but the wicked themſelves, when on a ſick- bed, 


and within fight of death; they, I fay, then, (if 
they be not harden'd in fin,) take up the lamen- 
tation of the righteous, ſeem to be ſorry for their 
{ins, deſire the prayers of thoſe about them, and 


bid 'em beware of following their bad example. 


All which are ſignal teſtimonies on the fide of 
virtue, and convincing proofs of the excellency 


of 1t. 
The ſame uſeful doctrine may further be pro- 


ved, not only to reaſon, (as in the foregoing ar- 


guments) but even to ſenſe too, by conſidering 
the many good effects which religion viſibly pro- 
duces in the world: and this will fitly fall in with 
my ; 


II. Second general head; which was to give 
you a ſhort character of the rightcous: by which, 
if duly applied to what has been ſaid before, it 
will as evidently appear, that the righteous is more 
excellent than his neighour, as that the righteous is 
the righteous, or that any identical propoſition is 
true. 
Now the righteous is one, who in the conſtant 
tenor of his lite and actions, endeavours to ap- 
prove himſclf to God, by a conſcientious diſ- 
_ of all thoſe duties which he has preſcribed 

im. 


en. 1. And 
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-=-=- 1. And in the firſt place, he lays the foun- 


dation of his obedience in faith, and early piety 


towards God. He is very devout and frequent in 


his addrefles to him; in prayer, for the ſupply of 
of his wants; 1n praiſes and thankſgivings, for 
the bleſſings he enjoys. He daily converſes with 
God, and walks with him; and thinks, and 
ſpeaks, and acts, as in his preſence. He gladly 


embraces every opportunity of hearing and read- 


ing God's word, of meeting him in his holy or- 
dinances, and contemplating his perfections: theſe 
alone can compleatly fix his thoughts, and raviſh 
his underſtanding: theſe alone can attract and de- 
tain his love, and fatisfy the infinite longings of 
his will. In a word, the righteous man enjoys 
God as much as he can here; and prays, and longs, 
and hopes to do it, in God's good time, more 


perfectly in heaven. \ 


=== 2, The good man is not unmindful of the 


duty he owes to himſelf; to his ſoul and body. 


He endeavours to furniſh his ſoul with all fa- 
cred and uſeful knowledge; that belonging to his 
ſtation more particularly; and to adorn it with 
the brighteſt virtues. He does not ſo much ſtrive 
to hide his faults, as daily to overcome them; nor 
to conceal, ſo much as really to govern his paſ- 
ſions; tho' he thinks it his duty rather to hide, 
than impudently expoſe any thing that is amiſs in 
him. He ſtrictly, (and in the fear of God) cen- 
ſures and regulates his very thoughts; checks 
every unreaſonable and fooliſh motion, fancy, and 
defire in his breaſt; there he engages, and there 
he molt ſucceſsfully baffles Satan; and always 
plays the critick the molt ſeverely upon himſelf. 


Again, The righteous man is ſtrictly 3 $ 


ſober, and chaſte, and makes it matter of con- 
ſcience, (as well as of reputation and good huſ- 
bandry) 


8 
4 
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69) 
bandry) to be ſo. He thinks his health is a rich 
treaſure, a ſacred truſt committed to his keeping; 
and that it will preſerve him in a found mind, and 
enable him to diſcharge with pleaſure the ſeveral 
duties of his calling; and believes he mult give 
account to God for it: and ſo he would not en- 
danger it needleſly, and upon every trifling occa- 


> fion; nor uſe to drink any man's health to the 


rejudice of his own: and his invincible ſhield 


XZ aganft the pleaſing inſinuations of ſenſual de- 


lights is religious thoughts, daily prayers, keep- 
ing out of ill company and the way of tempta- 
tion, and demanding of himſelf (and others, as 
occaſion requires) How ſhall I do this great 
« wickednels, and fin againſt God?“ Gen. xxx1x. 
9. | . = 

To conclude this particular, The righeous man 
is perfectly meek and humble, and contented un- 
der every change of fortune and circumſtance. 
He knows God governs the world, and 1s con- 
tent he ſhould do ſo: and if adverſity befals him, 
he is ſure he has delerved it; and if proſperity, 
he accepts it with a thankful, but a trembling 
hand; as that which may betray him to a multi- 
tude of evils. In a word, in either condition he 
is not unmindful of the other; he ſets not his 


mind on any thing this world can give, and can 


take away; but ſtedfaſtly looking up to God, 
without any reſerve he quierly commits all to the 
wiſdom, power and goodneſs of his Father which 
is in heaven; ſaying always in any private changes, 
in all publick calamities, „It is the Lord, let 


XZ © him do what ſeemeth him good,” 1 Sam. iii. 18. 


He puniſhes me (us) leſs than my iniquities 
“ deſerye, Ezek. ix. 13. 4 | 


--- 3. And laſtly, The care the righteous man 


takes of his duty to God and himſelf, does not 
= - make 


— gp ts — — — — — 24 
- * 
— —— — — — - — — 
— 


＋3111„ñ„ł4é⸗„wdꝙ́ãũq; . —2L•Kĩ „„ 
— IE ION — — — 


— - 


—ä —ß —EbN— . . - 
wills ů <> vw <a _ _ — — 2 
— — — —— — — — - » 4 
— 


make him forgetful of his neighbour. Oh, no! 
He is very ſenfible that no man is born for him- 


ſelf alone, but, next to the promoting the glory 


of God, and the ſaving his own foul, for the 
good of others; his family, his parents and rela- 
tions, his friends and neighbours, his country; 
yea, and as opportunity ſerves, the good even of 
all men. RO 


| He is therefore uſually contriving how he may 
be capable of doing the moſt good in the world; 


particularly, in the way of his ſtation. He is re- 
ſolved, in the firſt place, to do no evil, (this is 
always in his power 5 

oaths, his contracts; tobe affable, obliging, hoſ- 


pitable. He does not with-hold the pledge, be- 


tray his cruſt, refuſe to pay his debts, nor deny 
juſtice to the meaneſt perſon alive. If himſelf be 
injured, he would rather forgive than puniſh; and 
does not wiſh the conſuſion, but the repentance 
of his adverſary. © 2 


If his neighbour be oppreſſed, he becomes his 


patron ; if poor, he relieves him: he is (as he can 


be) “an husband to the widow, a father to the 
“e fqtherleſs, feet to the lame, and eyes to the 


& blind;“ a refuge and-ſhadow to the afflicted. 
W here he cannot do good himſelf, he chearfully 
procures it by his friends and intereſt; and where 
other means fail, his bright example, his good 
converſation, wiſe counſels, ſeaſonable reproofs, and 


devout” prayers confpire to ſupply thoſe defects. 
Conſider the righteous in every relation and 


ſtate of life, and you muſt needs love him. Is 
he a maſter? he is juſt. A ſervant? faithful. 


A parent? tender. A child? dutiful. An hus- 


band? loving. A friend? - conſtant even in ad- 
verſity. If he be a ſubject or private perſon, he 
keeps himſelf in his place, ſtudies “ to be quiet 


& and do his own bufineſs, and to make his go- 


VELNOTS 


. to be juſt to his word, his 
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Aa) 
vernors eaſy: If in authority, he makes whol- 
ſome laws, enlivens them by his example, takes 
due care of their execution; and, (like the ſun 
in the firmament, yea, like God in heaven, ) ſheds 
the happy influences of his government far and 
wide upon the evil and the good; theſe he en- 
courages, and reſtrains thoſe; and ſo wiſely tem- 
pers his mercy and juſtice together, that the bad 
may neither want the means of reformation, and 
of being happy, nor be capable of diſturbing 
their better neighbours and the public good. 
Laſtly, The righteous judge, magiſtrate, or 
prince, carefully employs all the opportunities he 
enjoys for the benefit of thoſe who are plac'd un- 
der him; “ rules them prudently with all his 
% power;” and ſo demeans himſelf in his high 
ſtation, as always to be mindful there is one higher 
than he, and that he mult ſhortly be called to re- 
ſign up his Sceptre to the King of kings. 


And thus you haveſeen (my brethren) thegreat 
excellency of the righteous man above the wick- 
ed. He is liker the good angels, and liker God: 
he is a greater bleſſing in every circumſtance 
of life, happier in every condition: fitter he is 
always to enjoy poverty or riches, health or ſick- 
neſs; fitter to live, and fitter to die; to be a pea- 
ſant or a prince. 4 


I would yet, (beſides what has been ſaid) be 


permitted to lay before you the teſtimony of God, 
in favour of the uſeful point we are upon. 


Beſides then the noble character that He right. 


eous is adorned with in the text, it is very obſer- 


vable, That the Scripture every where abounds 
with the praiſes of holineſs and religion. Tis 
called perfection, Gen. xvii. 1. ---- extolled 
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4 
te above rubies, Prov. iii. 17. ſtiled the one 
thing needful, by our Saviour: and, in a word, 


food and raiment are not ſo neceſſary, nor life ſo 


lovely, nor gold ſo precious, nor honey ſo ſweet. 

And if the Scripture had been every where ſi- 
lent as to this particular, and God had not ſer 
theſe illuſtrious characters of holineſs ſo thick 
there, yet we ſhould eaſily have collected the 
high value of holineſs from thoſe precious pro- 
miles and glorious rewards that are there annex ed 
to the attainment of it: and on the other fide, 
from thoſe diſmal threatnings and dreadful pu- 
niſhments that diſcourage and purſue the obſtinate 


commiſſion of ſin. 


We will ſuppoſe, if you pleaſe, a King kad 


two favourite courtiers, both unknown to us; 
only we had heard, That the one was ſuddenly 


advanced to the higheſt poſt of honour, and the 


other degraded from the poſt he was in, thruſt into 
priſon, and afterwards condemned and executed: 


ſhould we not conclude in ſuch a caſe, That the 


firſt had done ſome eminent piece of ſervice to the 
Crown, and the other had turned rebel and trai- 
tor? And then may we. not argue with much 
greater certainty concerning his dignity, whom 
the King of heaven delighteth to honour? Since 
he does not love or hate, reward or puniſh, raſh- 


ly or partially, nor is diſturbed with thoſe paſſions 2 


which human nature is expoſed to? 

From all which it appears, That if the judg- 
ment of God may be taken in the particular be- 
tore us, The righteous is, indeed, more ex- 
&« cellent than his neighbour: and ſurely, not he 
& who commendeth himſelf, (or, whom man 


* commendeth) is approved, but hom the Lord 


„ commendeth. 


And 
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And thus I have gone rhrough the particulars 
I propoſed to ſpeak to in proof of the aſſertion 
in the text; a point capable of eaſy proof, and 
therefore more fit both for me to undertake, and 
you to hear: however, a point that is not more 
eaſy, than it is profitable; as will plainly appear 
by your religious attention to the uſe I am going 
to make of it. And | 


1. If the righteous be more excellent than his 
neighbour, then it is certain that virtue and vice 
have a fixt and unalterable nature, which does 
not depend on the pleaſure of kings and princes, 
nor upon any human conſtitutions. | 
Sad is, of all other, the moſt excellent be- 
ing: man 1s like God as to the faculties of his 
ſoul: and this likeneſs is increaſed and perfected, 
when we ſteddily purſue the proper good and im- 
provement of the mind; which is wiſdom and ho- 
lineſs, or, (in one word) Religion. 

Can it be an indifferent thing, think you, Whe- 
ther a creature ſerves his Creator or no? Whe- 
ther or no, we believe the trueſt, follow the 
guidance of the wiſeſt, fear the greateſt, love and 
imitate the holieſt and beſt of beings? Whether 
children are dutiful to their parents, or no; or 
whether, next to God, we honour thoſe whom 
he hath placed over us? Or, can it be an indiffe- 
rent thing, whether we place virtue in the ex- 
tremes, or (between them) in the golden mean ? 
Whether we eat or drink too much? Or, laſtly, 
whether, in the inſtances of juſtice, equity, mer- 
cy, and charity, we do to others, as we would 
they ſhould do to us? 'Tis true indeed, that 
Kingdoms can ill ſubſiſt, unleſs on the foot of re- 
ligion: but to argue from thence, that religion 


is the invention of ſtate - policy; is as if one ſhould 


(07 —©- 
aſſert, that a pilot made the pole-ſtar, becauſe bt 
it he governs his ſhip in his navigation. - How- 


ever, ſince it cannot be denied, that the belief th 
and practice of the great truths and duties of re- ſu 
ligion tend ſo much to the advantage of civil go- m 
vernment, it muſt be owned that the ſtate is ever an 
obliged to aid and ſupport it; and that kings and 81 

= Lo 


queens, not only in duty, but even in point of in- 
tereſt, ſhould ever be“ nurſing fathers, and nun- 
&« {ing mothers to the church.” 


2. Siace righteouſneſs is ſo excellent a thing, 
let us heartily thank God who has made it the 
condition of our future happinels. 7 

We do not only hope Be happineſs when we 
come to heaven, but holy men are already poſſeſ- 

| ſed of ſome portion of it in their way thither: 
and this much enhances the value of religion, 
There have been aforetime, and even now there 
are, too many Atheiſts in the world; but had 
God taken no notice of virtue, but only required 
us to have been endued with ſtrength, beauty, 
worldly wiſdom, riches, honours, or the indul- 

giyg in ſenſual pleaſures, in order to our being ſa- 
ved; then ſurely there would have been ten A- 
theiſts for one now: and as thoſe have uſually 
been the feweſt and moſt comtemptible, they 
would then have been the greater, wiſer, and bet- 
ter part of mankind; the truly. wiſe and good 
would have refuſed even Salvation it ſelf, upon 
ſuch diſhonourable conditions. | 


E 


3. If the righteous be more excellent than his 
neighbour, then ought you to frame your notions 
of things and perſons agreeably to this truth, and 
to give rightcouſnels its due place in your eſteem 
and judgment, 
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ln; and to render you more and more inexcuſa- 


(15) 
'Tis the ſplendor of riches and worldly honours 
that daz7zles the eyes, and the allurements of plea- 


EX ures that take up the heart of a great part of 


$ mankind : but it's ſacred and uſeful knowledge 
and true virtue alone, which truly enoble, diſtin- 
guiſh one perſon from another, and go the neareſt 
do deify a man. 2 Pet. i. 4. | 

> Whereas, if you take away theſe, the other, I 


mentioned, are partly, worthleſs things; ſcattered, 

das with a careleſs hand, among the good and bad, 

and given and recalled at pleaſyre: and 2 
u 


3 they are low and leveling qualifications; ſuch as 
= baſcly degrade perſons of rank into the low degree 


of the vulgar, and fink our ratio::al nature into 


that of brute-beaſts : they are allo, partly, unſoci- 
able and hurtful poſſeſſions. If patching and 
painting, and artificial cringing; if baſe flattery, 
and a little formal and artful grimace; if exqui- 


eaſe and idleneſs, in women and wine; it theſe 


be the accompliſhments, we are to value ourſelves 
upon, then may the meaneſt Servant ſoon vie ex- 
cäellency with his Maſter: and, if this was all, 


the tribe that wears liveries would ſoon turn their 


Lords out of doors; neither could even the laws 
prevent ſuch violence, were it not for the aſſiſt- 
g ance of real, or (at leaſt) pretended virtue. 


4. If the excellency of virtue be ſuch as you 
have heard, then it is your duty eagerly to purſue 
it in the courſe of your lives, and to promote the 
practice of it in others, as you meet with oppor- 
tunity. | | N 

= Without this, whatever can be ſaid to recom- 
mend virtue would be to no other purpoſe than 
ſhamefully to reproach your degenerate minds with 
an enſlaved affection, an impotent fondneſs for 


le 


ſite skill in ſports and gaming; if indulging in 
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ble at the laſt day. The ſermon that does you 
no good, does you hurt. Open then your eyes 


to Rho the fair beauty of holineſs: daily ſet be- 
fore yourſelves the glorious and eternal reward of 


it: taſte and ſee how good it is; and love and 


cleave to it as it deſerves. | 
And then perſuade and win ovcr your friends 


to it: make holy leagues and combinations on the 
behalf of religion, as men do for the carrying on 


their trades and worldly concerns: train up your 
dear children, command your ſervants and depen- 


dants to be good and holy; and let this always be 


one of the prelimirfary and chief articles of their 
coming, to live and abide with you. So will 
you find peace in your own breaſts, make your 
families caſy and happy, be exemplary and repu- 
table in your neighbourhood, derive the bleſſing 
of heaven upon you and yours, and truly and et- 


fectually expreſs the real and great eſteem you 


have for the duties of our holy religion. 


8 7. If the righteous be more excellent than his 


neighbour, then will every thing be highly valu- 
able in our eyes, that has any notable tendency 
towards the making men righteous. 

Such are the means of grace; as, the word of 
God, the holy Sacraments, the ſeveral parts and 
duties of publick worſhip, the miniſters of Chriſt, 
the religious education of children, pious medi- 
tation, keeping good company: in a word, all 


the ordinances of religion, either in publick or 


private. Twere eaſy to ſhew the duty, the 


praiſes, and good effects of all theſe out of the 


holy Scriptures; but I ſhall content my ſelf at 
preſent only with hinting, That ſince they plain- 


ly have an immediate and powerful influence on 
the making men religious, on that account, they 


highly merit our regard. | 
7 we 
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We value means, as they tend to their end: 


and the more noble the end is, ſo much more ho- 


nourable are the means that tend to it: and ſince 
righteouſneſs is ſo excellent as you have heard, 
and evidently makes our precious ſouls, (our bo- 
dies too) meet for eternal happineſs, we can hardl 
over- value the means of grace, which make men 
righteous. Tis certain, we ought to value them 
next to righteouſneſs it ſelf. 


6. If the righteous be more excellent than his 


neighbour, then it is highly reaſonable to have in 
great eſtimation ſuch pe 


l 
ons among you, who 
are eminent for —_— and piety. 

“ They are the lights of the world, and the 
c falt of the earth: they preſerve our wicked 
cities, and ftand in the gap. between us and God's 
judgments. You are therefore heartily to thank 
God for the great bleſſings you enjoy in their ex- 
ample; to make them eaſy, and, in the courſe 
of your lives, gladly to follow the religious pat- 
tern they ſet you. 55 


7. And becauſe, alas! theſe excellent perſons 
ſome time or other muſt die, we . cannot be ſup- 


poſed to do juſtice either to my text, or their me- 


mory, unleſs, with a decent and chriſtian con- 
cern, we lament the loſs we at any time ſuſtain 
in their removal from us. And this concern 


ſhould always riſe in proportion to the ſeveral de- 


grees of their merits, whoſe loſs we mourn: and 
this will give me occaſion to do juſtice, in ſome 
meaſure, to our reverend brother, in order to your 
edification. | 


Be pleaſed then to take notice in the 
/, place, That he was born of Parents, one 
of which, (his mother) was a Diſſenter from our 
5 =: Church: 
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Church: born alſo in a Country where the Pa- 


Tiſhes are large, the Miniſters few, and the Cu- 
rates (many of 'em) ill provided for and mean. 


Upon the death of his father, he was bred up in 


his mother's way, (but this the beſt among the 


Diſſenters) the way of the Presbyterians: which 
ives a better education, and is leſs enthuſiaſtick 


than that of the other Diſſenters, and approaches 


neareſt to the Church of England. 


In this way he was deſigned for the Miniſtry, 
and in order to it, ſent, (not to one of our Uni- 
verſities, but) to a private School or Academy, 
of good account; in which way of education, 


would naturally be inſtilled into him ſuch notions 
as would tend to diſaffect him to the way of our 
Church. 5 


2. Suitably to ſuch way of education, he is 


after made a Miniſter among the Presbyterians, 


and continues in that Miniſtry eighteen or twen- 
ty years, with a conduct unblameable among 


them. 


He had alſo a ſmall School among them. But 


for ſeveral of the laſt years he is diſſatisfied in the 
way of his Religion; and upon long, diligent, 
and proper enquiry, he becomes ſenſible that his 
education had indeed led him into many hurtful 


miſtakes, and made him guilty of Separation from 


a Church, where the word of God is truly preached 
and the Sacraments duly adminiſtred, and with 
which one may communicate without ſin: and 
he is on good grounds convinced of theſe two 


things: Firſt, that the Biſhops immediately ſuc- 


ceeded the Apoſtles in the Church of Chriſt, and 


have ever ſince continued in it; and Secondly, 


that Forms of prayer are not unlawful: which 


two were the chief objections he had been taught 
And 


againſt our Church. 


_ 


go over to them. 


TH). 
And this accident contributes to his convicti- 
on: Mr H- a diſſenting Miniſter of good ac- 
count, keeping a School near Derby, and fearing 
to be proſecuted on that account by Mr. B---, 
then a notable Schoolmaſter in that Town, to a- 
void the proſecution, was thinking to receive the 
Sacrament in one of the Churches there. He 
invites our deceaſed brother to bear him compa- 


ny; who refuſes, till, at his requeſt, he had care- 


fully peruſed the Communion- ſervice, eſpecially, 
and diſcerned it to be good: and then they both 
received the Sacrament, c. | | 


3. And our Reverend Brother deceaſed, when 
become, after ſome years, thoroughly ſenſible of 
the ſoundneſs of our Church-frame, preſently 
leaves the Difſenters, and a Congregation which 
he had among them, which afforded him a de- 
cent maintenance; comes over to the Church of 
England; and, without any proſpect of prefer- 
_— caſts himſelf on the good providence of 

od. „00 
And now, my brethren, I pray conſider a lit- 
tle with me, how hard and commendable a thing 
it is, to make ſuch a change as our dear brother 
has done. GS 

Our religion, indeed, in our Church-way, is 
admirably good, and the very Truth itſelf. And 
as the religion of the Church of Rome is very 
corrupt; 4 as to the Proteſtant Churches, at- 
ter many years enquiry, (in which I have wanted 


neither will nor opportunity to ſearch and inform 


my ſelf,) I find none ſo pure, nor ſo nearly re- 
ſembling the firſt Churches of Chriſt, as our 
Church is. Our Church is ſuch, that the Con- 
gregations in our Nation, diſſenting from us, 
ought to come over to us, but, we ought not to 
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did (cc, --- he did break through the aforeſaid 


cn 


And yet how hard a thing is it for our diſſent- 


ing Brethren to do this? Education you know, 


obliges us to read ſuch books, take in ſuch a ſet 
of notions, opinions and principles, follow ſuch 
teachers, keep ſuch company, chuſe ſuch for our 
friends; and our dealings in the world are com- 
monly, (by theſe means,) determined to perſons 
of our own education and religion: and we are 


apt to look upon thoſe of another way, as miſta- 


ken, as ſtrangers in a manner, if not enemies in 


ſome degree, and not to have the ſame good opi- 


nion of them, nor affection for them, as for thoſe 


of our own Religion. A 


And hence we commonly find, that a man be- 
comes and continues a Jew, a Turk, a Papiſt, 
merely becauſe his parents were ſuch, and becauſe 
he was brought up in that way; tho' we know, 


that all theſe religions are very abſurd, falſe and 


wicked. So great is the force of early education. 
It is like a deep mark or inciſion made in the 
bark of a young tree: it grows, and widens, and 


_ uſually laſts as long as the tree does. A man 


therefore ſtands in need of bright illuminations, 


ſtrong convictions, pure affections, and firm reſo- 


lutions, to break through and overcome the power 
and many prejudices of a falſe education; and 


more particularly this is obſervable in the bu- 


ſineſs of religion, in which qur opinions are 


apt to make much the deepeſt impreſſion upon 


us, And he who does ſo break through theſe 
difficulties is much more commendable than he, 


| who being brought up in the right way, never 


oes aſtray from it. Vs 

Such as this, by the grace of God, the God 
of Truth, was the wiſdom, the integrity, the 
reſolution of our reverend deceaſed Brother: he 


pre» 


Church of England. 
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prejudicesz and he becomes a member of the 


4. And being ſuch, you need not doubt of his 
being frequently attacked by his old friends, the 
Miniſters, to bring him back to his old way: 
but he ſtands his ground; and, (as the Apoſtle 
requires, 1 Pet. ii. 15.) © is ready always to give 
& an account to every man that asked him a rea- 
& ſon of the hope that is in him, with meekneſs 
« and fear. 


F. Well: Now after ſome cam ſtay, 


he ſeeks for Orders in our Church from the hands 


of the Biſhop, who alone (he is convinced) could 


19 — Orders in a Goſpel-way: and after good and 


ufficient teſtimony of his holy life and converſa- 
tion, and due examination as to his abilities in 
Er (or holy) learning, he is made a Mi- 
niſter by a Biſhop, one of thoſe Biſhops, who 
are ornaments to their high places. | 


6. Then the good Providence of God, and 


the bounty of his patron, open him a way to the 


Rectory of this Pariſh. 


7. And here, ye, my beloved, ye of this Pa- 
riſh, are witneſſes, © how holily, and juſtly, and 
„ unblameably he behaved himſelf among you.” 

He gave no occaſion at any time to ſuſpect the 


ſincerity of his converſion to our Church; but 


as at his Ordination and Inſtitution by the Bi- 


ſhop, he had ſolemnly promiſed, and ſet his hand, 


to obey the laws of it, (as we, all the Miniſters, 
do,) ſo he conftantly kept up, and conformed to 
the rules of ir. If for ſome time after his coming 
hither, he received viſits, now and then, from 


ſome of the diſſenting Miniſters, your equity and 


Charity 


„„ 
charity will give him ſome indulgence in this par- 
ticular. There might be ſome relation in the caſe: 


old friendſhips are not ſuddenly broke off: thoſe 


Miniſters could not ſhake his conſtancy; nay, 
part of their buſineſs with him might be to ſeek 
for information at his hands, in order to conſider 
duly of thoſe reaſons that made him a Convert; 


and we need not doubt, but, (as our Lord com- 


manded S. Peter, Luke xxii. 32.) „ being con- 
„ yerted himſelf, he would, by all the prudent 
© methods he could deviſe, ſtrengthen his Bre- 
ce thren.” He, who has been ſo unhappy to 
have been miſled himſelf, and has afterward found 


out his miſtake; he, more naturally pities the mi- 
ſtakes of others: he is alſo, in ſome reſpects, bet- 


ter qualified to bring them back into the right 
way. 


Again, our reverend Brother all along kept up 
his reſpects to his Patron, (as every Clergyman 
ſhould ſtudy to do) and, to make what recom- 
| pence he could for his bounty, and his having 
mifled others, It is pretty remarkable, that in a 


Pariſh which is not large, which is near the 


Church, and which uſed not to be ſo happy; 
and in a neighbourhood where that is not the cu- 


ſtom, he did double duty in the pulpit every 


Lords-day, when his health would admit of it. 

1 might now goon to relate to you the way of 
his conduct in his pariſh, family and neighbour- 
hood: but your perfect knowledge of this, will 
only permit me to be ſhort on this head. 

I may have leave to ſay, That in converſation 
he rather choſe to ſpeak well, than to talk much. 
He was very gentle, humble, candid, peaceable; 
he was perfectly ſober, temperate, juſt; buſied 


in his own affairs, and in rendering his own con- 


duct 
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duct unblameable 3 and ſeldom at leiſure to find 


fault with others. | ; 

His houſe, for the conſtancy and regulaxity of 
his Devotions with his family, and thoſe that de- 
pended on it, was as a Chapel: and with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of a religious and prudent wife, whom 
God had bleſſed him with, and whom he valued 


and loved as ſhe deſerves, it has alſo been for ma- 


ny months a kind of hoſpital in a very ſickly ſea- 


ſon, and the ſick, (the poor of this Pariſh eſpe- 


cially,) uſe to find both Doctor and Apothecary 
there. I, among many others of my Brethren in the 
miniſtry, have often experienced his chearful and li- 
beral hoſpitality : and from our frequent obſervation 


of his inoffenſive and prudent behaviour, we, the 


neighbouring Clergy round about, have willingly 
received him into our familiarity; and have made 
no diſtinction between him and thoſe Miniſters 
who have been bred up in our own way, and 
lived many years among us. 

In a word, our reverend Brother deceaſed, lived 
as he taught, and ſtrengthened and redoubled the 


light of his doctrine by that of his good ex- 


ample. 


This is an imperfect account of our dear de- 
ceaſed Brother. | | 


I was before obſerving from my text, That if 
the righteous © be more excellent than his neigh- 


. bour,” then it is a duty upon us to be truly 


ſenſible and ſorry when we loſe any ſuch perſon 

from among us. Op 
The want of this is ſet down as a mark of ſtu- 

pidity by the Prophet, Ja. lvii. 1. The righ- 


( teous periſheth, and no man layeth it to heart, 


And when Stephen died, we read, As vii. 2. 


* deyout men carried him to his burial, and made 


great 


TRY 
« great lamentation over him:” and, as mem- 
bers of Chriſt, and of one another, we that are 
Chriſtians ſhould ſympathize in one anothers joys 
and ſorrows; and, upon occaſion, © rejoice with 
e them that rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep, Ko. XL. 111 Z 

And here I might open a wide 9 of 
ſorrows, which might not ſo eaſily be ſtopped 
again: it will be therefore more fit to hint what 
may rather aſſuage your grief, and to turn the 
ſtream of my diſcourſe and your thoughts ano- 
ther way. 
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Be pleaſed then to call to mind the comforts 
the Scripture affords us upon the death of our 
friends, what reaſons for patience under our af- 
flictions, and what uſe we ſhould make of the 
character I have given of our dear Brother. 


1. And firſt, of the comfort, which the Scri- 
pture affords us in the death of our friends. 

Rev. xiv. 13. © I heard a voice from heaven, 
“ ſaying unto me, Write, Bleſſed are the dead 
« which dic in the Lord, from henceforth : yea, 
ce faith the Spirit, that they may reſt from their 
“ Jabours, and their works do follow them. —— 

Luke xxiii. 43. To day, (ſays our Lord to 
& the penitent man) ſhalt thou be with me in 


« Paradiſe.—— Ads vii. 10. When he, (Ste- 


& phen) had ſaid this, he fell aſleep. — — Joh xi. 
« 11. Our friend Lazarus fleepeth ; i. e. is dead] 
c“ and our Saviour awoke him, ver. 44. 
1 Theſ. iv. 13. —— I would not have you 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which 
are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not even as others 
„ which have no hope. . 

& For if we believe that Jeſus died, and roſe 
again, even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Jeſus 
will God bring with him, Cc. Our 
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Our religious friends then, when they die, en- 
ter into a place of reſt. Their ſouls are i 
into happineſs; and their frail bodies are not more 
diſhonourable in the grave, than they ſhall be 
made glorious at the laſt day It is therefore mat- 
ter of Chriſtian joy to us, when we conſider, that 
the Spirits of ſuch are made perfect. 


2. For patience under our afflictions. | 
We mourn now, if we take it rightly, not for 
the deceaſed, but for our ſelves; for our own loſs 
in him. | | = 
Here alſo, our temper, our patience is required 
and aſſiſted. 3 | 
1 Fam. iii. 18. © It is the Lord, let him do 
« what ſeemeth him good. ——— Fob ii. 10. 
& ſhalt we receive good at the hand of God, and 
% ſhall we not receive evil? ——— i. 21. Na- 
“ ked came I out of my mother's womb, c.— 
« Luke xxi. 42. Not my will, but thine be done. 
—2 Fam. X11. 23. I ſhall go to him, but 
« he ſhall not return to me. 
God can take nothing away from us which he 
had not before graciouſly given us: we mult leave 


him to do what he will with his own: his time of 


recalling our comforts is the beſt: he can make us 
ample amends when he pleaſes: he deſigns our 


| amendment by his chaſtiſements, and it will be 


our wiſdom to amend, leſt a worſe thing come 
unto us. | 


3. I come now, laſtly, to ſhew what uſe we 
ſhould make of the character of our reverend 
Brother deceaſed. And 

1. Remember his good doctrine. 

2. Follow his good example. 


1. Remember his good doctrine. 
| * E | This 
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This relates to you, his conſtant hearers. Luke 
viii. 18. „Take heed how you hear. 


« x. 16. He that heareth you heareth me, Ec. 
And 1 Cor. xv. 2. Ye are ſaved, if ye 


ce 


&« keep in memory what I preached unto you. 
6 James i. 25. Not forgetful hearers, 
but doers of the word. 
& will endeavour, that you may be able after my 
& deceaic, to have theſe things always in remem- 
ai brance.” The duty, this, both of Mini- 


— 


2. Follow his example. 


1. That particular inſtance of it which re- 


lates to his becoming a member of our Church. 

His ſincere enquiry after Truth; his hearty em- 

bracing it, when he had found it; and this, in 

the midſt of many diſcouragements, and to the 
reat diſadvantage of his temporal intereſt. 

And here, for the ſake of ſome few perſons 
who may not be ſo thoroughly ſatisfied as to the 
way of our Church, (if any ſuch ſhould chance 
to be preſent,) or, however, to confirm and com- 
fort our own members in their adherence to it, I 
beg your attention a little, while I mention to 


you a few particulars which will beſpeak your fa- 


vourable opinion of the Church of England. 
The Chriſtian Religion being groſly corrupted 
by many falſe and dangerous tenets, introduced 
by Popery, it was found neceſſary to make a 
thorough Reformation of it, in the reigns of 
King Edward VI. and Queen Elizabeth, and to 
leave the Church of Rome: as 2 Cor. vi. 16, 17. 
What agreement hath the temple of God with 
« idols? Wherefore come out from among 
« them, ſeparate, - — touch not the 
“ unclean thing, &c.” This Reformation was 
made in the molt regular and publick manner, by 
| our 
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our godly and learned Biſhops and Clergy; —— 
The word of God in the holy Scripture was the 
rule: there we left the Papiſts, where they had 
left the truth: and all the States of the Nation 
joined in making the change; a privilege, in 
which the Reformations abroad, of Luther and 
Calvin, were not ſo happy. 

Ever ſince our Reformation, the Church of 
Rome has been buſily endeavouring to deſtroy us: 
By a bloody perſecution in the reign of 


Queen Mary the Papiſt: In which Archbiſhop 


Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, and Hooper, ſome of 
our moſt holy and learned Biſhops, were burnt at 
a ſtake, and two or three hundred more, Clergy, 
and People, of both ſexes: And thirty thouſand 
forced to flee out of the land, as martyrs and con- 
feſſors for the truth of our holy Religion. 

=== By troubling the long reign of Queen 
Elizabeth with many rebellions at home, (both in 
England and Ireland) and invaſions from abroad; 
particularly, that of the Spaniſh Armado, (the in- 
vincible Armado,) a huge fleet, which was to 


ſwallow up the little fleet of England, and after 


that, make an eaſy conqueſt of the Nation. 

--- Alſo, by ſowing diviſions among us: and 
this was done by the Bull of Pope Pius the Vth, 
and by ſending over Popiſh Prieſts and Jeſuits; 
who ſhould pretend extraordinary purity and ten- 
derneſs of conſcience, and (under this pretence ) 
ſpread pamphlets to diſaffect the people from the 
eſtablith'd worſhip as corrupt, and creep into 


Meeting-houſes, and there preach, and load our 
Religion with baſe and falſe calumnies, and draw 


em off from us as to ſome purer way of worſhip : 
and ſeveral of theſe Popiſh Miſſionaries were diſ- 
covered and expoſed, and ſome of them puniſh'd 
as they deſery'd ; as particularly, Heath and Cum- 
Ml. 4 | | X 
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By framing the Gunpowder-plot in the bes 
ginning of King James the Firſt's reign; a de- 


ſign to blow up the King and Parliament, at a 


time, when there was no diſpute, as to the King's 
rightful ſucceſſion to the throne: from which 
plot, we have every year ſince, (now for above 
a hundred years) in obedience to our Laws, been 
thankfully commemorating the happy deliverance 
of our Church and Nation, on the fifth of No- 
vember. 5 | £ : | 
- By the 4/1 Maſſacre in King Charles the 
Firſt's time. En 
- -- Laſtly, (as many of us know) by the at- 
tempts of King James the Second, who (with- 


out the remarkable interpoſition of a gracious pro- 


vidence) had ſoon effected the ruin of our Church, 
in a regular and legal (I mean, a Parliamentary) way. 
--- I might add, by eſpouſing and —— 
at this time the intereſt of the Pretenderz whic 
is, one way or another, engrafted on our diffe- 
rences with all Popiſh powers abroad; and which 
has now, for many years, been ſo great a charge 
to the Kingdom. N „ 
By theſe, and the like means, has the Church 
of Rome been endeavouring the ruin of our Church 
ſince the Reformation of it. 
Now after the conſideration of theſe particu- 


lars, I leave it to every unprejudic'd perſon, who 


thinks calmly, and reaſons ſoberly, to make his 
judgment of our Church; and to give in a ver- 
dict to his own conſcience, Whether (in the o- 


Pinion of even the Papiſts themſelves) the frame 


of our Church be not plainly oppoſite to Popery. 
Would the Church of Rome, think ye, have 
made theſe attempts againſt us, if ſhe had rec- 
kon'd us among her friends and Allies? Who is 
it, I pray, that reſtleſly endeavours by force and 
Hud, by fair and foul means, by lics, by defama- 
a= nor 
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tory libels, by treachery, poiſon, by maſſacre, 


ſtabbing, by drowning, by fire, by ſword, to 


Hurt the name, alienate the affections, divide the 
intereſt, weaken the power, deſtroy the lives of 
their friends, and of thoſe they love? Theſe are 
not the tokens of friendſhip. No, the Church 


of Rome plainly hates the Church of England: and 
it hates us, becauſe we have put the Bible, in 


Engliſh, into our people's hands; becauſe we al- 
low them to pray in our Liturgy in a known 
tongue, and underſtand what it is they are requi- 
red to ſay Amen to; becauſe we have purged the 
Liturgy; freed it from Ceremonies, which are 

artly hurtful in their nature, and obſcuring the 
ſimplicity of the Goſpel z partly light, theatrical, 
and ridiculous in their manner; and laſtly, per- 


plexing and burdenſome through their great mul- 
titude : becauſe we have freed it from falſe and 
hurtful Legends; from ſuperſtitious and abſurd 


doctrines; (that monſtrous one of Tranſubſtanti- 
ation, in particular ) from Devotions addreſs'd to 
Angels, the Virgin Mary, or any of the (true or 
imaginary ) Saints departed; from the blaſphemy 
of the Maſs, and prayers for Souls in Purgatory : 
becauſe our Catechiſm adds no new Articles ta 
the Apoſtles Creed, drops not the ſecond Com- 


mandment, nor requires any of the ſeven Sacra- 
ments, but only Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 


as generally neceſſary to ſalvation; becauſe of our 
thirty-nine Articles, fourteen of which are clear- 
ly againſt it; becauſe ſeveral of our Homilies (par- 
ticularly, that long and learned one againſt Idola- 


try) do plainly confute her doctrine : Laſtly, be- 


cauſe our Canons, Injunctions, and Church-Laws 
oblige our Miniſters to ſubſcribe and often to 


preach againſt it, and are altogether agreeable to 


our frame; and becauſe our Civil Laws and Acts 


A Parliament, take our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 


tions 
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tions into their protection, and enforce their ob- 
ſervation by civil and temporal penalties. | 
My Brethren, it is for theſe and the like rea- 
ſons, that the Church of Rome hates che Church 
of England. 5 
2. Again, tis ſurely ſome honour to our Church, 
that even our Brethren, the Diſſenters, often fa- 
vour us with their atteſtation to our ſafety, at 


leaſt, in our communion with it; as may appear 


by what follows. 

--- I. Before the Act of Indulgence, the 
greater part of them lived in conſtant communi- 
on with our Church. 64 


--- 2, Every Diſſenting Miniſter is now by the 


AF of Indulgence | Toleration] obliged to ſubſcribe 
to all the thirty-nine Articles, except three, and 
part of a fourth z which they all accordingly do. 

--= 3. In order to their obtaining ſome place 
of honour, truſt, or profit under the Govern- 
ment, that they may qualify themſelves for it in a 
legal way, we ſee the Diſſenters of the belt ſenſe 
and quality, frequently. tendering themſelves to 
receive the holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 


in the way of our Church. At which time they 


do theſe three things: They join with us in our 
praying by way of form; they pray alſo for the 
Biſhops; and they conform to the ceremony of 


| kneeling, when they receive it. And we chari- 


tably believe, they do every thing of this, with- 
out fin, and with a good conſcience. I add, there 
is no Ordinance in Religion, in which we are 
more cloſely united ro Chriſt our head, and to 
one another, as fellow-members of his body, than 


the Sacrament of our Lord's Supper: nor can we. 


give one another a ſurer pledge of ſuch union, 
and of our being one body, than by our being 
« all partakers together of that one bread.” 1 Cor. 
X. 16, 17. . 


1 
--= 4. Our 
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-»-- 4, Our reverend Brother deceaſed, upon 
due conſideration, thought it his duty (to the 


great prejudice of his temporal intereſt, and with- 


out any ſecular views) to leave the Diſſenters, and 
join himſelf to our Church: and lately, (moved, 
it may be, by the ſame reaſons, influenced alſo 
by his example; ) another diſſenting Miniſter, of 
great account amongſt his people, in this neigh- 
bourhood, and of good revenue, is alſo come 
over to us, and ſince made a Miniſter in our 
Church. | 

I might add, That the Miniſter of the chief 
Pariſh in the Town of N- „(a man of great 
learning and zeal for religion and virtue) was e- 
ducated at the ſame time with our reverend Bro- 
ther deceaſed, in the ſame ſchool of the Diſſen- 
ters; that his late Curate, Mr. //———, now 
one of the Miniſters in the Town of D —, 
was a diſſenting Miniſter. I might give you more 
inſtances of this kind; but I chuſe to mention 
theſe, becauſe as they are late, ſo they all lie near 
and in a little compaſs, and are, (or may be eaſily) 
known to you. ; _ 

Again, in populous places, we are fo happy as 
to ſee ſeveral Diſſenters of good account, coming 
over and adhering to our Communion; and many 
more of them, upon ſome particular occaſions, 
(as marriages, or funerals, or the appearance of 
ſome of our celebrated Preachers in our pulpits,) 
frequently reſorting to our Churches. 

Now all theſe are ſo many clear teſtimonies of 
their opinion, that it is innocent and ſafe to com- 
municate with our Church; and ſome of them, 
that it is alſo a duty to do it. 

And when, on the one ſide, we conſider the 
wiſe and religious frame of our Church; and on 
the other, the ſincerity of many of our Brethren 
that diſſent from us; and further, reflect on ſuch 

e ' inſtances 
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wi inftances as T have given, we are in good hopes; 

105 that thoſe among them, who are well educated, f 

4 0 conſiderate, moderate, and of fincere and inge- a 
Fl nuous tempers, both Minifters and People, wall, 8 

14 (as the reverend deceaſed did) be frequently co- 1 
11 ming over to the Communion of our Church. y 
a As for thoſe of other diſpoſitions, (while they ! 
11. continue ſuch,) they are rather led by their paſs. 

any fions and by-views, than moved by reafon and a 4 
Na conſcientious regard to their chriſtian duty. We 2 
17 therefore have no hopes of them; but we ſhall f. 
1 not ceaſe to pray even for them, «if peradven- 
1% & ture God will give them repentance, to the 1 
"Tet & acknowledging of the Truth. SDS 0 
5 Thus upon occaſion of the Converſion of our 5 
1 reverend Brother, I have thought it my duty to 1 
bars hy before you ſome conſiderations in favour of : 
1 3 our Church: and in doing it, have choſen to _ 
15 wave all nice, obſcure, and diſputable arguments, bus 


and contented my felf with thoſe clear ones, 
which ariſe from the conſideration of plain mat- 
ter of fact, ſuch as the known conduct of both the 
Papiſts and Diſſenters with regard to our Church. 
And now, my Brethren, I commend it to you, 
to conſider well of what I have ſaid unto you in 
the fear of God; and to do juſtice to my argu- 
ment, and to your own conſciences. And I may 
have your leave to think, after what has been 
faid, That the reaſons which keep the Diſſenters 
from conſtant communion with us, will appear 
but very thin to you, or, rather none at all: and 
therefore, we have the more reaſon to hope both 
for their converſion every day, and alſo that the 
good people among our ſelves will think it their 
duty to cleave inſeparably to the Communion of 
our eſtabliſh'd Church: For which two good 
ends, I have laid theſe conſiderations before you. . 
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--- 2, And laſtly, as we may receive benefit by 
the example of our reverend Brother's ſincerity 
in his leaving the Diſſenters and coming over to 
our Church, as ſoon as he perceived it to be his 
duty to do ſo; ſo ſhould it be our hearty endea- 


vour to follow him in all the other inſtances of 


his holy liſe and converſation. 

A good example demonſtrates virtue practicable, 
draws comely lineaments and beautiful ſtrokes up- 
on the face of it; and the loadſtone hardly draws 
iron to it more naturally, than a good example be- 
po and attracts the imitation of thoſe who ob- 

erve it. It repreſents in little, all the particu- 


lar duties of Religion; and, at the ſame time en- 


forces all the motives that perſuade to the obſer- 
vation of them. Tis eaſy to underſtand this ex- 


hortation, Do as Ido; and the advice is ſtrong 


on the fide of virtue, when we know it comes 
out of a good mouth. 5 
Beſides, every good example we are acquaint- 


ed with, lays us under an obligation to follow it; 
as helping us to a mean for the eaſier attainment 
of righteouſneſs; that excellency in the text, 


which it is ſo much our duty, our wiſdom, our 
intereſt, our honour to aim at, in our paſſage 


through this World. 


To conclude: Was it then the Duty of the 


Reverend deceaſed to be a paitern of good works, 


and was he ſo? You are carefully to copy after 
that pattern. He was a man of like paſhons with 
you: Therefore, you may be good, as well as he. 
He was your ſpiritual father: be ye therefore, as 
loving children, followers of him, as he alſo was 
of Chriſt. He was your Paſtor, went before you 
in the ways of piety: you your ſelves theretore 
know how you ought to follow him, as ſheep 
the good ſhepherd, 5 

„ x Thus 
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A COPY of aLerTER 
to the Rev Mr. Hartley, 
at Aihby-de-la-zouch 77 
Leiceſterſhire. 


Dear SIR, 
HA which is the occaſion of this 
Letter, you (and a few others) had 
long ago been acquainted with; 
but that I thought it would not be 
N agrecable to you: and for a conſi- 
derable time I was uncertain, whe- 
ther I ſhou'd ever have occaſion to mention it to 


any body. Therefore I have kept it wholly to 


my ſelf, to this day; although J have had an in- 
clination, and ſometimes purpoles to do otherwiſe. 
But now I muft open my mind to you: and I de- 
ſire you to read what follows, ſtill retaining that 
friendly diſpoſition towards me, which you have 
uſed to have, and which I thanktully acknow- 
ledge. | 


It was in the year 1711, that I begun to think 
more ſeriouſly and freely about Conformity to the 
eſtabliſh'd Church, than I had done before; and 
to have ſome inclination to it. The firſt occaſi- 
on whereof was a motion made by Mr. H- 
to receive the communion, upon Good- Friday that 
year, in one of the Pariſh-Churches in Derby; 
which accordingly we did at St. Peter's. Upon 
this occaſion I peruſed the Communion- Service, 


aud ſome other parts of the Liturgy to be uſed 
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CME 
that day. And the end, which I propoſed, being 
mine own edification, I endeavour'd to prepare 
my ſelf for the ſervice, .and join in it with the 
ſame ſeriouſneſs and devotion, as if it had been in 
one of our own congregations; without preju- 
dice againſt the different way uſed in the eſta- 


- bliſh'd Church. Thus doing, I thought, I did 


well attain my end, viz. mine own edification 


and that the manner of communion there uſed did 


conduce thereunto. v2 | 
Hereupon I was ſomewhat inclined to this 
Communion; and ſome things in our own mode 
of worſhip helped on this inclination. But Confor- 
mity appearing a great ſtep, and the thoughts of 
it being new to me, I did not give way to them. 
However, this led me to attend ſometimes the 


Friday-Lefure at All-Saints, and to look into the 


Book of Common-Prayer, and Act of Unitor- 
mity, and ſome. other things. And from that 
time I began to take more notice than I had done, 
of what I met with in my reading, relating to the 
difference between Conformiſts and Nonconfor- 
miſts: and I proceeded to form a deſign of ac- 
quainting my ſelf more thoroughly: with the terms 
of Conformity, in order to pals a judgment upon 
them. But I made little progreſꝭ for a long time, 
for reaſons I ſhall mention by arid by. : 

Chriſimas following it was m ov'd to receive the 
Sacrament at St, Yerburgh's, on Chriſtmas-Day; 
and it was deſign'd to do ſo: but, there being a 


Sermon that day at the Meeting, we omitted it, 


leſt offence ſhould have been taken. 
But on Good-Friday 1712, we received at All- 


Saints. And after that, I my ſelf did the ſame 
there on @ood-Friday every year, while I ftay'dat 


Derby, to the beſt of my remembrance. In the 


mean time I attended the Friday-Lefure ſome-- | 
times, as is before ſaid: and always, when I. did 
| hos. 


7 


ſo, I joined in the prayers, and conformed to the 


mode of worſhip preſcribed : and if I had not 
been ſatisfied to do fo, I think, I cou'd not have 
been ſatisfied to continue my attendance there, as 
I did, (or to do the like in any place of worſhip,) 
as a Spectator and Hearer only. The uſe of Book- 


Prayers and Reſponſes were indeed new things to 


me; there being no viſible forms, nor ſo much 
as an Amen to be heard in our Congregations, as 
utter'd by the people. But coming with a mind 


ſerious and unprejudic'd, and as if none had ſeen 


me, but God only, I found that way of publick 
worſhip adapted to my edification. By this means 
my inclination to that way increaſed; and I had 
many thoughts about it, comparing it with that 
of the Diſſenters: and I was the better qualified to 
make a judgment of the matter, making trial of 
both. "qe on 
However, as before ſaid, I made little progreſs 
in the intended examination. Sometimes I thought 
of it much; ſometimes I neglected it. The rea- 


ſons and occaſions of which flow procceding were 


various. 
For, in the firſt place, my mind was over-awed 
with an apprehenſion, that Conformity is, in com- 
mon eſtimation among the Diſſenters, looked on 
as a very ill thing; that I ſhould be thought to 
do nothing leſs than change my Religion, and re- 
preſented as an Apoſtate. Some would be diſ- 
pleaſed, ſome troubled at it: and I would not 
willingly diſpleaſe or trouble any. I mult expect 
to be not a little talked to, and talked of, and 
more or leſs perhaps engaged in diſpute; things 
diſagreeeable to one that loves quietneſs and re- 
tirement, as I do. This conſideration, I think, 
made greater impreſſion upon me, than in reaſon 
was due to it, (if it do not ſo ſtill;) for enquiring 
into the reaſons that might probably diſpoſe 
people 
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people to be fo affected towards me for this 


change of communion, I ſuſpected them to be 


ſuch, for the moſt part, as that no great reſpect 
was due to them. However, the greateſt reſpect 


is due to God, and to mine own mind; and it 


imports more to be an honeſt man, than to be ei- 


ther Conformiſt or Nonconformiſt. God loves 
all good people, as ſuch: Men are apt to love 


thoſe of their own party, as ſuch. To be con- 


cerned at a perſon's changing his Communion 1s 
allowable in ſome reſpect and degree, and una- 
voidable ſometimes: but tho? I conſider that, yet 
the pre-apprehenſion of perſons being affected 
more or otherwiſe, than is due, merely at my con- 
forming, hath been a trouble to me: fearing 


greater ſtreſs is laid upon Nonconformity, than 
ſincerity and real Goodneſs. The appearance of 


greater regard for party, than real Goodneſs, a- 
mongſt all parties, hath given me ſome offence. 
As likewiſe, I have been puzzled in reſolving this 
queſtion; How it comes to pals, that perſons ſo 
commonly continue in the communion in which 
they have been educated? Unleſs it were an indif- 
ferent thing, in what communion one lives; or 
unleſs Education could, tome way or other make 


that right, which otherwiſe would not be ſo. 


But to proceed. 
Another occaſion of my delay was, That from 
the time I firſt had thoughts of this matter, for 


ſeveral years, Diſſenters were under more diſcou- 


ragements than they had been formerly. They 
were more ſpoken againſt, and made the objects 
of popular rage: ſome laws were made to their 
diſadvantage, and greater hardſhips were feared. 


Had I conformed then, nothing could have ſaved 


me from the ſuſpicion and ſcandal of doing it 


from a baſe and unworthy principle. At the ſame 


time, how was I prepared to ſuffer in and for a 


cauſe, 
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cauſe, as to the juſtneſs and neceſſity of which I 
was not ſatisfied? So that this circumſtance of 
the times might poſſibly have hrought a difficulty 
upon me, had they grown worle tothe Diſſenters, 
as was feared. Bur, bleſſed be God, thoſe times, 
which were ſo threatning to all good Proteſtants 
amonglt us, (Church-men and Diſſenters,) are 
now happily over; and the laws which were a 
grievance to Diſſenters, ready to be repealed. 
Another diſcouragement was from my tempo- 
ral circumſtances. ' For if I had conform'd, I 
mult have loſt all the means of my ſubſiſtance. 
I had little of mine own : and when I thould ger 
any thing in the eſtabliſh'd Church, and what, 
was (and 1s) a great uncertainty; they of thar 
Church being reckon'd ſhy towards Converts, and 
I having very little acquaintance amongſt them. 


This made me nor very haſty in purſuing my de- 


ſign. I turned my thoughts to ſaving as much 
as I could our of my little income, by a greater 
frugality than I had uſed before. 

In the year 1715, I went to live at Little-Ire- 
zon; and in the year following, my Brother at 


London dying, left me part of his eſtate; ſo that 


I hoped, when I had rhat, I ſhould have a com- 
petency to live upon, when other means failed. 

Another caule of this delay was, I had a great 
delire to be fully perſuaded in mine own mind: 
and my judgment concerning the matter, did not 
ripen fo fait, as that of another perſon perhaps 
would have done with the ſame application of 
thought. And perhaps I have been too negligent 


in applying my thoughts and ſtudies to it: tho? 
in the whole, it has colt me a great deal of time, 


and thought, and pains. 2 
In 1717, Mr. Hacker invited me into his Fami- 


ly: I comply'd; tho” my inclinations to conform 


were then grown pretty ſtrong. I told him, 1 
„„ c ee had 
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640 
had thoughts of making ſuch an alteration in my 
condition, as that my ſtay was not likely to be 
very long: which general words I intended pre- 
ſently to have explained to him; as having great 
confidence in his good-will to me: but I had 


not courage enough to do it. And lately I ac- 
quainted him with the ſame thing again, in the 
ſame general way, and with my deſign of remo- 
ving at Lady-Day, upon this account: that be- 
ing the time when I intend to make this altera- 
tion. And I deſign e're long to acquaint the peo- 


ple at Ireton, and Mr. Shaw for Loſco, with my 


purpoſe to leave off preaching at thoſe places, at 
the ſame time. 


I could not intend fo conſiderable an alteration 


in my circumſtances, without intending alſo to 


acquaint you, my very good friend, with it. My 


fault is, that I have been too ſſiy of doing it, and 
put it off perhaps too long. I deſire you to ex- 
cuſe it: you know the reaſon. 
As before ſaid, I have taken a great deal of 
pains to inform and ſatisfy my ſelf about this mat- 
ter. I have both written and read a deal about 
it. Upon this occaſion I have peruſed the Li- 
turgy, and Book of Orders, Articles of Religion, 
Canons, Books of Homilies, Apocrypha, Aſſem- 
bly's Confeſſion of Faith and Directory, ſome 


Acts of Parliament, the Conferences at the Sa- 


voy, pro and con, and papers of petition to King 
Charles; King, Bayſe, Calamy, Peirce, Corbet, and 
ſomething of Baxter, &c. and conſulted ſeveral 


places of holy Scripture, as quoted. I have con- 


terred with no body about it: but I have read 
what I thought was molt likely to give me ſatis- 
faction, and more againſt Conformity than for ir. 
Beſides which, I have earneſtly begged of God 
to direct and guide my mind the right way; that 
{ might do that which is moſt pleaſing to him 

| | | allC 


Separation being found 


( 41 ) 
and whereof I ſhould not have cauſe to repent 


afterwards. This hath been the mattcr of my 
requeſt to God for ſeveral years paſt. And I can 


truly ſay, that when J have been in the molt ſe- 


rious frame, and my mind moſt abſtracted from 


the world, and from all manner of worldly views 


and influences, my judgment and inclination to 


conform hath continued; Which I have looked 


upon, as an argument of my {ſincerity in this 
matter. 


The Arguments, that have principally prevailed 
with me, are theſe two. EY 


rl 


1. Whereas one main difference between the 
eſtabliſh'd Church and the Diſſenters is, that the 
former uſeth a Liturgy for the publick worſhip 


of God, and the latter uſeth none; I, for that 
reaſon, preter the former. 


2. Altho' I did not think the former in 7t/elf 
preferable, but ſomewhat inferior to the Diſſen- 
ters Churches; yet believing it to be for the main 
$000, ſo far, that all things neceſſary to my edi- 
cation and ſalvation may there be had, without 

complying with any thing in itſelf ſinful, I think, 
ſo much is due to publick Order, Peace, and 
Charity, that for the ſake of theſe I ought to 
ſubmir to the publick Eſtabliſhment, though leſs 
perfect, and in itſelf leſs eligible. For, tho' we 
may not ſubmit to any thing that is ſinful, nor to 
a Service, in which we cannot artain the neceſ- 
ſary ends of Communion; yet to one leſs edity- 
ing, I think, we may, and ought in ſome cales 
to ſubmit: and I take this to be ſuch a caſe, (ſup- 
poſing the eſtabliſh'd Worſhip ſomewhat inferior 
to that of the Diſſenters;) the conſequences of a 

to be ſo bad, with reſpect 
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to Religion, and the happineſs of Society.. For 
publick and private peace 1s, and hath been long 
greatly diſturbed ; and Love among Chriſtians 
hath waxen cold, and a perpetual ſhyneſs and jea- 
louſy been kept up; and hatreds, and revilings, 
and violent contentions occaſion'd; mens zeal 
turned from better things, and an edge given to 
all other differences. They who agree in the main 


things of Religion, have been ſet at a further di- 


ſtance from one another; and our common Ene- 
mies have had greater advantage againſt us. Mens 
wit, power, and paſſions, have been ſinfully employ- 
ed, upon this occaſion, to uphold each their own 


party; and they have been tempted to deſign, ſays 


and do, many unjuſt things for their own caule 
and to contemn one another's Miniſters and wor- 
ſhip unreaſonably; and ſo betwixt them to bring 
all into contempt. Not but that the Separation 
may have ſome good effects alſo; and that Impo- 
{ers are in part chargeable with the ill effects, as 
well as they that oppoſe and ſeparate; and not all 
that ſeparate, chargeable with them neither: or, 
tf they be, how can they help it, who think 
compliance {inful, and make their Separation with 
as little damage to Unity, Peace, and Charity, as 
they can? (Yet it is pity, methinks, that the Se- 
paration and difference is carried by the Diſſenters 
10 far, as it is, to the utter excluding all Prelacy 
and Liturgy; ſeeming to affect a diſtance from, 
and unlikeneſs to the eſtabliſh'd Church. This, 
I think, is a fault.) But compliance not appear- 
ing to me ſinful, I cannot avoid the force of this 
argument, taken from the conſideration of things 
ſo lovely and deſirable, as Unity, Peace, and Love 
—_— Fellow-Countrymen and Fellow-Chri- 
ſtians. 


But to return to the former of the forementi- 
oned Realons. . 


643) 
Altho' I know there are other points of diffe- 
rence between the eſtabliſh'd Church and Dit- 


ſenters, yet this, reſpecting Communion in pub- 


lick prayers and adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
and other parts of publick Worſhip, is with me 
the principal, and of greateſt moment. And in 
this reſpect, I muſt own, that I think the eſta- 
bliſhed Church is better conſtituted than thoſe of 
the Diſſenters. 

I know not where there are any fo conſtituted 
as theirs are, with neither Liturgy nor Directory 
received amongſt them. All the reformed Churches 
abroad, as far as I can underſtand, have always 
uſed, and do uſe Liturgies. For Dr. Nichols pro- 


vokes the Diſſenters to name a reformed Church 


without a Liturgy : and Mr. Peirce, in anſwer, pro- 


| duces none but Scotland: (and they, I ſuppoſe, 


have a Directory:) had there been any other, he 
would not have failed to mention it. The old 
Reformers in Ezg/and, tho' they were fome of 
them againſt the Habits, yet were none of them 
againſt a Liturgy, that I ever heard: for in the 
great conteſt between the Engliſh Exiles at Frank- 
fort, both ſides were for a Liturgy. In the time 


of the civil Wars, when the Book of Common- 


Prayer was aboliſh'd, and the ule of it, by any 


_ perſon, in any place either publick or private, for- 


bidden upon penalties, a Directory for publick 
Worſhip was eſtabliſh'd, directing to the matter 
and order. But not ſo much as that is now re- 
ceived amongſt the Diſſenters. The Presbyterian 
Miniſters at the Savo)- Conference ſay. © We 
« wou'davoid both the extreme, that wou'd have 
no Forms; and the contrary extreme, that 
« wou'd have nothing but Forms.” And yet the 
Diſſenters have been in the former of theſe ex- 
tremes ever ſince, almoſt threeſcore years, and 
icem to be fixed in it. The ſaid Miniſters pro- 
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oſed a new Liturgy of their own, which, one 
wou'd have thought, they ſhould have ſed, if 
they were, as they "aid they were, for ſome forms. 
But neither thar, nor any other was, or is uſed 
amongſt the Di ſlenters. (And indeed, the ſame 
Miniſfers at the Conference ipeak qiſreſpectfully 
of Forms; comparing them to Spectacles and 
Crutches, fit for purblind and lame people.) 

So that from the univerſal practice of the Diſ- 


ſenters, and from what Dr. Calamy and Mr. Peirce 


ſay, conclude, that the Diſſenters are againſt all 


Liturgies: though for peace ſake the moſt mode- 


rate diſſenting Miniſters wou'd ſubmit to the uſe 
of a well-order'd one, ce ſometimes” 
= ordinarily 3 6 o in the entrance of publick 
“ worſhip;” 15 ſuppoſing perſons left at li- 
* berty to uſe or omit it.“ « Many, who 
«© now they have their liberty uſe no Liturgy, 
c cou'd fo far ſubmit.“ 
ce thod of free prayer is what, it is freely own'd, 
& they generally prefer.“ Thus Dr. Calamy re- 
preſents the Difſenters; ; and {peaks of a Liturgy, 
as to matter and manner unexceptionable, which 
they might join in. This ſhews a plain diſaffecti- 
on to Liturgics, if it bi not a total excluding of 
them, till one is to be had © perfect, as is not to 


be expected and even then it is only an incon- 
ſtant and partial ule that is propoſed; and Sr: 


thus much, not as eligible in itſelf, but onl 
what might be ſubmitted to; and that by the 
moſt moderate of the Diſſenters only. 


But whether, or how far Diſſenters are for 


or againſt Liturgies, yet none they have: And 


for that reaſon I cannot but prefer the mode of 


Worſhip in the eſtabliſh'd Church before that of 


theirs. For to ſay the leaſt of the eſtabliſn'd Li- 
turgy, it is better than none at all. This is my 


opinion; (tho' many Diſſenters would ſay it's 
better 


« Their own me- 


19) 

better to have none at all, than the beſt, that is 
or can be.) Even Dr. Calamy owns, „The Li- 
“ turgy uſed in our Church to be, as to the main 
ce of it, pious and uſeful.” I have the ſame opi- 
nion of it, and think ſome parts of it excellent, 


and therefore could chearfully declare my conſent 


to the uſe of it, notwithſtanding its imperfe- 
Ctions. - 

I have ſeen the objections commonly made a- 
gainſt it. To which I ſay in general: That it 
mult be owned, ſeveral things need alteration and 
amendment; but that they are few in compariſon 
of the reſt that are to be liked; and that our edi- 
fication, and all the ends of publick worſhip are 
well provided for notwithſtanding: and what 
then, if it have ſome faults? Some of the things 
objected againſt are what I like it the better for. 
And of the reſt ſome are inconſiderable, and all 
may be tolerable in ſome ſenſe. People diſaffected 
to all Liturgies, and educated in prejudice againſt 
this in particular, are apt to make the worſt of 
things. If we may join in no ſervice, but what 
is unexceptionable in every part, we might ſepa- 
rate from all publick worſhip. And if it ſhould 
be ſaid, that we ought however to join with the 
moſt edifying and unexceptionable that can be 
had; neither is this a principle that I can admit. 
Jam ſatisfied, the Diſſenters do- not admit of it; 
but determine their practice partly by other con- 
ſiderations. Perſons in all communions ſubmit to 
ſome things they do not like. The Diſſenters 
way of publick prayer and adminiſtration of the 
Sacraments is open to as great, and greater faults 
and abſurdities, than are in the Liturgy. And do 
not ſeveral things in the Diſſenters worſhip actu- 
ally need amendment, as to which things the Li- 
turgy hath a better order? 
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646) 
The reading of the holy Scriptures is neglected 


more or leſs in their congregations almoſt univer- 


Hally. Thar Prayer which our bleſſed Lord him- 


ſelf made, cannot be admitted at all among ſome, 
and but inconſtantly amongſt others. No Creed 


or Profeſſion of Faith is uſed, except at the ad- 


miniſtration of Baptiſm: and why it ſhould not 
be a part of ordinary publick worſhip, I know 
not; nor why the Ten Commandments are not 
alſo made a part. Theſe things are part of the 


reformed Liturgy, (as it is call'd;) and whether 


the Diſſenters, by the omiſſion of them, have 
carried the Reformation to a greater perfection 


{till, is, I think, not hard to be determined. 


One thing indeed they have much reformed, 
v2. the irreverent carriage that was too common 
formerly in the congregations of Diſſenters; as, 
ſicting at prayer; and men putting their hats on 
at Sermon. But I wonder why kneeling at pub- 
lick prayers is ſo generally diſuſed yet. 


Mr. Boyſe many years ago publickly recom- 


mended the more conſtant reading of the Scrip- 
tures. in our aſſemblies: but I underſtand it hath 
been, and is generally neglected in London, and in 
ſome other parts. And it is ſo, more or leſs, ge- 


nerally every where, as far as I am acquainted: 


tho” I have heard ſeveral diſſenting Miniſters ex- 
preſs their diſlike of this, and with this occaſion 


of objection againſt us were taken away: which 


might be done without encroaching much upon 
the time deſired for our own Compoſures: and if 
theſe gave way a little to the holy Scriptures, I 
think it would both do and be as well. 

Tho” the way of praying uſed in our publick 
aſſemblies does not admit the people to join at all 
in uttering their own deſires, (which I take to 


be a very great imperfection in our way; ) yet, 


methinks, they ſhou'd utter their Amen at the 
>” hs we 


blick 
at all 
ke to 
yet, 
t che 


ſhall we hear it? 


( 47 } 
end. This the Diſſenters do not object againſt, 
but plead for: yet in what congregation of ours 
But what I find moſt fault with is, that the 
congregation's prayers ſhould wholly and always 
depend upon the direction, ability, and temper of 


the Miniſter; and that he ſhould have fo much 


upon him, as the making of theſe, at the ſame 
time that he is to uſe them, without any known 
preſcribed matter or form: and that there are no 
known rules for worſhip received amongſt them; 


no certain terms, (but the general rules and terms 


of Scripture, interpreted according to the diſcre- 
tion of the Miniſter) upon which Chriſtian peo- 
ple and their children are admitted to the Sacra- 
ments. So that at Baptiſm, for inſtance, people 
preſenting their children have no certain know- 
ledge what queſtions ſhall be propounded to them, 
nor, conſequently, what profeſſions and promiſes 
they muſt make; this being in the breaſt of the 
Miniſter, till he propoundeth the Queſtions at 
the adminiſtration of the ordinance. The like 
may be ſaid with reſpect to the other Sacrament. 

That the people ſhould be kept in ſuch igno- 
rance and uncertainty about the matter of their 
own ſervice, depending ſo entirely upon the Mi- 
niſter for all the prayers they ſhall addreſs to God, 
not knowing any part *rill they hear the Miniſter 
ſpeak: and likewiſe upon what terms they and 
their Children ſhall be admitted to the Sacraments. 
Such a Conſtitution of things, as leaves people 
in ſuch uncertainty, and gives to Miniſters ſuch 
a power and liberty, and putteth ſo much upon 


Miniſters, I am not ſatisfied in. 


For mine own part, I think I take too much 
upon me in the way of miniſtration, that I am 


in. The people ſeem to be made too much de- 


pendant upon the Miniſter; and the — to 
| ave 
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have too much upon him; more than is fit. Te 


ſome it is too great adiſcouragement, and oppref- 
ſion of mind to have prayers to make, always and 
wholly, when they are to uſe them in ſo publick 


a manner; and a hindrance to their own devotion, - 
eſpecially at the entrance. If written, precom- 


poſed Prayers, as well as Sermons were in uſe, 
ſome Miniſters, I believe, could addreſs them- 
ſelves to that part of their ſervice with more 


chearfulneſs, than in the preſent way of free prayer, 


compoſed ex tempore. Such precom poſed prayer 
would be free prayer nevertheleſs; and there might 
be ſufficient variety: which is all that is pleaded 


for, as far as I underſtand the drift of what is 


ſaid on this head. But the Diſſenters ſeem to af- 
fect variety too much, (both in ſermons and prayers,) 
and things that are ſudden and new. 


But as different perſons have different ſentiments 


and guſts, as to theſe things, ſome thinking that 
to be unlawful or unedifying, or otherwiſe unfit 
to be complied with, which others think to be 
not only lawful, but moſt edifying, or otherwiſe 
molt fit to be complied with; I would have all 


' perſons ſo differently perſuaded, to follow their 


own judgment and perſuaſions, (charitably and 
peaceably, ) and none to be tempted to do other- 


wite by any methods or motives either of hope or 


fear. If this cou'd be done, I hope, no great 
harm wou'd be done by our different ſentiments 
and practices in this matter. | 0 
To conclude, for mine own part, tho' I have 
endeavour'd to perform my ſervice amongſt the 


people, to whom I have miniſtred, in a profita- 


ble manner; and I hope, I have done it, not 
only to mine own Edification, but to theirs alſo 
in ſome meaſure; for both which I thank God: 


yet I have not been well fatisfied with the Con- 


ſtitution of things amongſt us: that there is no 
received 


1 


Te 
reſ- 
and 
lick 


ion, 


D- 


ule, | 


Em- 
10re 


yer, 


yer 
ght 
ded 
Tt 
af - 
ers, ) 


ents 
that 
infit 


» be 
wile 


> all 


heir 


and 


her- 


Or 


Treat 
ENTS 


have 
the 


fita=- 


not 
alſo 
vod: 
on- 


s no 
ved 


received order and rule amongſt us, except the 
general rule of Scripture; that ſo much is left to 
the diſeretion and ability of the Miniſter; and 


that forms of publick prayer and adminiſtration 


of the Sacraments, are fo excluded as they are. 

Perhaps you will fay, it is as great a fault in 
the eſtabliſh'd Church, that there is nothing but 
preſcribed forms; that the Miniſter cannot uſe 
any diſcretion and that free prayer is there ſo ex- 
cluded as it is. To which I anſwer: 

As to leaving things to the Miniſter's diſcreti- 
on, it is my opinion, that, whereas things rela- 
ting to the publick Worſhip of God are of com- 


mon concernment, it is moſt reaſonable and fit- 


ting, that Minifters ſhould be under ſuch rules 


and orders in their miniſtration, as are agreed on 


by the common confent of thoſe, for whoſe uſe 


their miniſtry is, and who maintain it. If this 
be called impoſition upon Miniſters, yer, I think, 
it is nothing, but what is reaſonable and fitting. 


Provided, liberty to worſhip ſeparately be grant- 


ed to ſuch, (both Miniſters and people) as can- 
not in conſcience comply with this common rule. 
For all Conſtitutions, which leave not due liberty 
to conſcientious Diſſenters, (both that in 1645, 
and that in 1662, ) J diſhke. Further; 

Thar if ſome things be left to the Miniſter's 
diſcretion, it may be convenient and uſeful. That 
no Conſtitution of things is to be expected with- 
out fome inconveniences; and that hat amongſt 
the Diſfenters is liable to, and hath greater, than 
that eſtabliſh'd : yet if it ¶ that of the Diſſenters 
were the eftabliſh'd, I ſhou'd think my ſelf obli- 
ged to ſubmit to it, and chuſe ir, upon the ac- 
count of the fecond Argument before-mention'd ; 
tho? I cou'd not do it upon the account of the 
firft, That in the eſtabliſh'd Church ſome things 


| are left to the Miniſter's difcretion. That as to 
H 1 free 
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free prayer, it is not excluded. It is allow'd and 
practis'd: ſo that What is wanting in the Com- 
mon- Prayer, and is expedient to be expreſſed in 
publick prayer, may be done in that before Ser- 
mon. A liberty of inſtruction and prayer is alſo 
allow'd at the viſitation of the ſicx. And as to 
preaching, a Miniſter hath liberty enough. So 


that whatever is neceſſary or expedient to be ſaid 
by him in publick, either in the way of inſtru- 


ction or prayer, may be brought in in his Sermon 
gnd prayer before it. And in fine, he may preach 
as well, and live as well, and be in all reſpects as 
ood a Chriſtian, conforming as non-conforming; 
Fling under as great obligations thereunto, and 
having as great aſſiſtances for thoſe ends, in the 
former capacity, as in the latter. And as to ca- 
pacity for uſefulneſs, Miniſters in the eſtabliſh- 
ment have, as ſuch, greater advantages by much, 
than diſſenting Miniſters commonly have. But 
to return: a Es 
Things being thus, T cannot bur prefer the 


conſtitution and way of the eſfabliſh'd Church, 


before that of the Diſſenters, in this point re- 
ſpecting publick Worſhip; (which is to me the 
moſt material point of difference, as I before ſaid;) 
notwithſtanding the faults and imperfections of 
me Enurey. - - 5 

When I had read Dr. Calamy, I conſider'd, 
hat concluſion he would draw from his Obje- 
ctions and diſcourſe. If he had only meant to in- 


fer, that ſeveral things in the publick Eſtabliſh- 


. 


N Y 4 


* MVentionirg the Viſitation of the fick putteth me in mind 
of an Error amongſt us, as it ſeemeth to me; 97z. that the 
Communion of the ſick, who cannot come to the publick ad- 
miniſtration, is ſo generally diſus'd and diſcourag'd ; (not on 
the account of the Law) whilſt at the ſame time private 


Baptiſms of children, that might be brought to the publick 
Congregation, are ſo frequent, | 8 


ment 


——— — 


— 


— 

ment need alteration and amendment, I cou'd 
have agreed to it. For, tho” I do not reckon all 
thoſe to be faults, that he and other Diſſenters do, 
yet it were to be wiſh'd ſeveral things were al- 
rer'd, even tho” there were not a Diſſenter in Eng- 
land to be pleas'd or gain'd by it; and much more 
to attain ſo good an end, as uniting us more. But 
when he wou'd have this concluſion drawn, v2. 
that Nonconformity is juſtifiable, that is, that a 
ſeparation of communion is neceſſary and war- 
rantable; this is what I cou'd not; nor can agree 


1 


Thus J have opened my mind to you as a friend. 
It's likely you will think I am going into an er- 
ror: butT hope alſo, you will think it no dangerous 
one; but that if I be a truly good Chriſtian, (as 
a Conformiſt, I hope, may be,) I ſhall do well, 
and be a happy man nevertheleſs: and I am ſure, 
if I be not ſo, I am miſerable, whatever profeſs 
ſion or communion I am of. The matters in dif- 
pute between Conformiſts and Non-conformiſts 
in England are ſuch, as in themſelves are of no great 
moment: as ſuch, they endanger no man's ſalva- 
tion. Religion conſiſteth in being like God in all 
things: and as to Conformity and Non- conformi- 
ty, take which you will for right, ſincerity is bet- 
ter than either. It is not being of this or that 
Church or Communion, or party of Chriſtians 
that makes us acceptable to God; tho? it go 4 
great way amongſt men towards making them 
acceptable to one another. If ws worſhip him 
in ſincerity, and with pure minds, tho' in diffe- 


rent modes, ſhall we not be accepted? For ſubs 


ſtance, the worſhip of Conformitts and Diſſenters 
is the ſame. Tis true, we ought to worſhip God 
according to his will, to the beſt of our know- 


ledge: but what if we be miſtaken as to his will, 
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in ſome things relating to his worſhip? or what 
if he hatHf made no declaration of his will, ap- 
pointing and determining particularly the whole 
matter, manner and adjuncts of chriſtian worſhip? 
Does he regard whether we have a Book before us 
or not, when we pray? whether we uſe this phraſe, 
or the other? whether we uſe the ſame words, or 
vary? whether we in conſcience uſe one gefture 
or another? God looks at the geſture and frame 
of the mind. Tho' we ſhould err in ſuch like 
things, yet certainly it would be a greater Error 


in us not to follow our conſciences and perſuaſions 


in them. God's thoughts of theſe things are not 
as man's. Men, by means of their education and 
converſe, and the infſuence of friends and tempo- 
ral circumſtances; by their familiarity with ſome 
things, and unacquaintedneſs with others; and 
accuſtoming themſelves to one way of acting and 
thinking; and perhaps by ſomething in natural 
temper; or by ſome other means, are apt inſenſi- 
bly to contract prejudices for or againſt things, 
without, or beyond any thing in the nature of 
the things themſelves, as a juſt reaſon for it, and 
to have narrow apprehenſions of things; an undue 
fondneſs for ſome opinions, conſtitutions of 


Churches, and modes of worſhip, and an aver- 


ſion againſt others; and too great an opinion of 
the neceſſity and importance of their own opi- 
nions and ways. Which imperfection cleaving 
to us in this imperfect ſtate, cannot be wholly a- 
voided or cured; but all men, I ſuppoſe, are for- 
ced to give way to it more or leſs. Only it were 
deſirable that real and ſubſtantial Religion might 
be duly valued, loved and practiſed by all; and 
that Charity to one another might remain unhurt 
in the midſt of our different apprehenfions, (which 
way ſo ever got) about thoſe things, about which 
truly good people may well be ſuppoſed to 3 

5 that 


thought. 
Mir. Talents, in his Large and ſure Foundations, 


(53). 


that ſo we might bear with one another in love, 


in thoſe things, in which, we may hope, God 


will bear with us all. | CT 
But to go a little further: I muſt needs own to 
you, that I do think, that many of all perſuafions, 


have been apt to lay too much ſtreſs upon, and 


place too much Religion in, the conſtitutions of 


the Churches whereof they are members, and 


the modes of worſhip in which they join: Nay, 
more than thar, not only to lay too great {treſs 
upon the modes of things, but upon the very 


things themſelves; as praying, preaching and 
hearing ſermons, in compariſon of natural and e- 


ternal Religion, conſiſting in truth, juſtice, good- 
neſs, charity, mercy, and other the imitable per- 


fections of the moſt perfect and aimable Being. 
And it hath given me ſome offence, that J have 


obſerved theſe ſo great and eſſential parts of Re- 
ligion ſpoken of, not with due reſpect, as T have 
(a book which I read with pleaſure many years 
ago,) takes notice what miſchief 77:po/7770n and 
Oppojition have done. For mine own part, I like 
neither of them in the manner and degree, they 


have been, and are practiſed amongſt us: and con- 


forming is moſt conſiſtent with ſuch a mind. For 
ſeparating communion is a great degree of oppo- 


ing; whereas conforming is no degree of po- 
fing. So it pleaſes me beſt to be neither amongſt 
the Jmpoſers nor Oppoſers. Ix's true, if J had that 
ill opinion of the Liturgy and Ceremonies, and 
terms of Communion in the eſtablifh'd Church, 
that the Diſſenters generally ſeem to have, 1 
ſhould think my ſelf obliged to remain a Non- 


conformiſt. But that opinion of them I have 


not; but a different one, and in the main a quite 


contrary one. What then ſhould make me a 
„ 5 Non- 
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Non-conformiſt? It is not other peoples ſentĩ · 


ments by which I am to direct my practice, or 


which will juſtify me, if I do ſo. 

I conceive, that according to the general prin- 
ciples of the Diſſenters, I cannot be blamed for 
conforming, provided I am ſincere in ſo doing. 


For, as far as I ever heard, it is univerſally agreed 


on, that thoſe who can conform with a ſafe con- 
{cience, ought to do it. Dr. Calamy ſays, Could 


« we find conſtant Conformity lawful for us, we 


& would ſoon yield to it.” Mr. Peirce ſays, 
„ That has been always the mind of the Diſſen- 
& ters, that as long as they could with a ſafe con- 
& ſcience, they were for continuing in the pub- 
& lick Churches.” Therefore I ſhould go con- 
trary to the mind of the Diſſenters themſelves 
even they would blame me, if I ſhould not con- 
form, provided I can do it with a ſafe conſcience 
and as to that, no Diſſenter ſure will deny me the 


liberty of judging for my ſelf. The Conformiſts 
diſtinguiſh between thoſe who do ſeparate for con- 


ſcience- ſake, and thoſe who do not: (ſuppoſing 
there be ſome who do not:) the latter only they 
condemn. The former ſort are under a neceſſity 
to ſeparate: under the ſame neceſſity they are not 


to conform, that any others are under to conform. 


But being I cannot plead this neceſſity for mine 

own Non-conformity, who is it that will juſtify 

me in it? For ought I can find, both Conk 

and Non-conformiſt will condemn my practice. 
I think it beſt to make this Change now; for 

I have already put it off a long time. I may ſay, 


have taken ſeven years to conſider of it. Mine 


age is conſiderably advanced; ſo that it is time 
for me to fix. I may as well do it now, for any 


thing I know, as at any time hereafter: for I can 


think no other, but I muſt do it one time, ſoon- 


ormiſt 


er or later, if it pleaſe God I live. But of 
Have 


— ea A. 
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have any advice to give me againſt making the 
Change ſo ſoon, as the time before-mention'd, or 


againſt doing it at all, I defire to hear from you, 
as ſoon as may be. Or, however it be, I ſhou'd 
be glad to hear from you upon this occaſion. 
I have thought it not convenient to make my 
deſign publickly known long before the executi- 
on of it: becauſe I cou'd not expect any ſatisfa- 
ction that way; and becauſe I feared, I and my 
labours would preſently become unacceptable to 
the Diſſenters, as ſoon as my intention to conform 


| ſhou'd be known. 


What reflexions will be made upon me I know 


not: but 1 will hope for the continuance of your 


favour and friendſhip. I am not conſcious tomy 


| ſelf of being determined in this matter by any un- 


worthy motives. I have no Friend or Friends a- 


mongſt Conformiſts, by pleaſing of whom to 


make advantage to my ſelf, I have not kept 
company, or any way converſed with any Con- 
formiſt, Miniſter or other, ro prejudice me a- 
gainſt Diſſenters, and in favour of the eſtabliſh'd 


- Church. I have no particular view at all, of 


place or profit (of a temporal nature) in the 


Church, either for the preſent, or for the future. 


All the preſent view I have (of that nature) is to 


| loſe as good as fifty pound a year (thereabouts or 


better) for nothing. No one hath perſuaded me 
to this thing; nor 1s any one, but God and my 
ſelf, acquainted with it to this day. As for the 
Diſſenters, I believe, they are many of them, ho- 
neſt, ſerious, and good people; whoſe temper 
and company is very agreeable to me; and amongſt 
whom I might, for any thing I know to the con- 
trary, live in competent eſteem. From ſome of 
them I have received much friendſhip and kind- 
neſs; which if I were not ready to acknowledge, 
| ſhou'd be yngrateful. Cou'd I have been a 

R Diſſenter 
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Diſſenter in principle, and heartily joined in that 
way, I believe, it might have been better for me, 
as to my circumſtances and preferment in the 
world. But nothing of that nature is fo valua- 
ble, as ſatisfaction to my own mind. My con- 
forming camot be imputed to prejudice or diſ- 
guſt, upon any quarrel or miſunderſtanding, or 
ſ1ppoſed ill uſage or neglect from the Diſſenters. 
There is no colour for that. As to the people, 
to whom 1 am Miniſter, (as well as the family, 
in which I live,) J have met with nothing, but 
due reſpect and encouragement; or rather that 
which is more than due. I am forry to leave 
them: but that might as well have happen'd, if 
J had not conform'd. Friendly converſe may {till 
be continued, as there ſhall be opportunity; and 
ſome Communion in the exerciſes of Religion 
and ſpiritual Coramunion, as there is between all 

d Chriſtians. And if we in ourdifferent Com- 
munions and ways ſerve God in ſincerity, and be, 
and ſtill remain, truly religious, fearing God and 
keeping his commandments; then our being of 
ſuch different ſentiments and communions at pre- 
ſent, is comparatively of no conſequence: (tho? 
ſome thro' weakneſs, ſome for love of party may 
repreſent it as a great matter;) we ſhall meet in 
Heaven for all that, and be all one there. For 
which moſt happy Communion J pray God pre- 
pare us all. 


Jam, | 
Dear SIR, 
Your Oblized Friend, 
Duffield, | | ogra - 
Feb. 13. 1718. and Humble Servant, 


Josx en CRompron, 


T7) 


An ANSWER 1 a LITT EE 


from a Diſſenting Miniſter. 


| Little-Ireton, April 14. 1719. 
STR, 475 "om 
NE thing that very much contributed to 
my conforming, was a perſuaſion, that the 
diſcourſes of the Diſſenters about Conformity con- 
ſiſted, in a great meaſure, of miſrepreſentation and 
aggravation interpreting things to a worſe ſenſe 
than there is any neceſſity for. 
This appears to me a general miſtake on the 
Diſſenters ſide, carried through almoſt all the con- 
troverſy, with reſpect to the declarations, fub- 
ſcriptions, and particulars under them required. 
And the reſt, that is not miſrepreſentation, I 
believe to be inconcluſive, as to proving a ſepara- 
tion neceſſary and juſtifiable. 1 
For tho” there be ſome things in the eſtabliſh'd 
Church, that might be altered for the better, (and 
ſo far I admit ſome of the Diſſenters objections,) 
yet they are to me, ſuch as are tolerable. And 
it ſeems unreaſonable to expect a conſtitution 
without tolerable faults and inconveniencies, and 
for want thereof to break Communion: eſpeci- 
ally to go into another way, which, (taking all 
things together) is not better, but worſe than 
that which is left. Which I take to be the caſe 
of the Diſſenters; who, tho' they may have 
mended ſome things, yet others, (of greater mo- 
ment in my mind) they have altered for the worle z 
as in excluding all Epiſcopacy and Liturgies. 
Suppoſing then nothing ſinful in the terms of 
conformity, the arguments that principally pre- 
vailed with me were theſe two. | 
wr} on. I, Whereas . 
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1. Whereas the main difference between the 
eſtabliſh'd Church and the Diſſenters is, that the 
former uſeth a Liturgy for the publick worſhip 
of God, and the latter uſeth none; I, for that 


reaſon, prefer the former. | 


2. Altho' I did not think the former in itſelf. 


preferabic, but ſomewhat inferior to the Diſſen- 
ers Churches; yet belicving it to be for the main 
Zood, ſo far, that all things neceſſary to my edi- 
fication and ſalvation may there be had, without 
complying with any thing in itſelf ſinful; I think, 
ſo much is due to publick Order, Peace and Cha- 


rity, that for the ſake of theſe I ought to ſubmit 


to the publick ettabliſhment. For tho' we may 
not ſubmit to any thing that is ſinful, nor to a 
ſervice in which we cannot attain the neceſſary 
ends of communion; yet to one leſs edifying, I 
think, we may and ought in ſome caſes to ſub- 
mit: And I take this to be ſuch a caſe, (ſuppoſing 
the citabliſh'd worſhip to be ſomewhat inferior to 
that of the Diſſenters;) the conſequences of a 
ieparation being found to be ſo bad, with reſpect 
to Religion and the happineſs of Society. 

To which I might add a third, (as intending 


Conformity in the quality of a Minifter,) viz. 


che greater capacity for uſefulneſs, that Contormiſt 
Miniſters, as ſuch, commonly have, than thoſe of 
Lhe Diſſenters. . 


Theſe things, Sir, have made great impreſſion 


upon me. ] have mentioned them very general- 
ly: for I could not do otherwiſe by Letter with- 


out tediouſneſs: and it's not unlikely, but you may 
have ſeen and conſidered the fame things before. 
And perhaps it is ſomething (ſuppoſed finful) in 
the terms of Conformity, that you ſcruple: and 
I knew not hoʒv to reply to that, unleſs you had 
mention'd ſomething. „ 

n I pray 


the 
the 
ſhip 
that 


itſelf 
ſſen- 
main 
edi- 
-hout 
hink, 
Cha- 
1bmit 
> may 
to a 
eſſary 
ng, I 
o {ub- 
ofing 
10r to 
of a 
eſpect 


nding 


) VIS. 


ormit 
ole of 


reſſion 
eneral- 
with- 
u may 


before. 


ful) in 
2: and 


0 had 


| pray 


2 099) 
I pray God direct you to do that which is 
moſt pleaſing to him, moſt for the common inte- 
reſt of Religion, and your own ſatisfaction. | 


1 am, 
7487.4 ibs 
Your Sincere Friend, 
and Servant to my Power, 
Jos FH CRomMPTON. 
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An ANSWER 10 4 Second LETTER 
from the ſame Ferſon. 


| Little-Ireton, April 29. 1719. 
IX, ; 
A8 an inftance of ſomething ſinful in the 
terms of Conformity, you ſay, that in ef- 
fect we ſwear, when we ſubſcribe and declare; and 
you cannot at preſent ſee, that that in Pfal. cv. 28. 
can be ſworn to in that ſenſe, as it is worded in the 
Common-Prayer Verſion. © SY 
ANs. A Miniſter, by ſubſcribing and decla- 
ring what is requir'd, does not {wear nor affhrm, 
that that is a true tranſlation, expreſſing the mind 
and meaning of the Pſalmiſt in that place; as you 
ſeem to think. 5 
I believe, there are various paſſages in holy 
Writ, as to which, (becauſe of the difficulty of 
matter or phraſe,) it is hard to ſay certainly, what 
Engliſh words truly expreſs the meaning of the 
Author, and whether we have any extant tranſla- 
tion that doth it. This is the more difficult, be- 
cauſe of the various readings in the copies of the 
Original, in ſeveral places. . 
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If therefore Clergymen were required to deter- 
mine and ſwear, (as you call it,) that his is tlie 


true reading, and that is the true tranſlation, ex- 


preſſing the meaning of the Author, it wou'd be 
hard upon them. But that is not required, that 


I know of; and I think I know of all the ſub- 


ſcriptions and declarations that are required. 
They are not required ſo much as to exprels 
their preference of this one tranſlation before an- 
other, tho' they oblige themſelves to the uſe of 
it in the publick Service. And if it be a fin to 
uſe a tranſlation, becauſe of an innocent miſtake 
of the Tranſlators, as I know no reaſon to prove 


it a ſin, ſo I doubt, the conſequence would be, 


that it would be a {in to uſe any tranſlation at all. 
I call it an innocent miſtake; for ſo it is, if it 
be a miſtake. The words referred to expreſs no- 
thing contrary to truth, or the Word of God. 
They | meaning the Egyptians | were not obe- 
dlient to his | 1. e. God's] Word; as the hiſtory in 
Exodus ſheweth. | 


And therefore, why we may not ſubſcribe, That 


they contain nothing contrary to the Word of God, 
and that they may lawfully ſo be uſed, and declare 
our conſent to the uſe of them, (which 1s the ut- 
moſt that is required,) I know not. | 


T never ſaw any thing faid againſt it, as ſinful, 


but what was grounded on miſrepreſentation and 
aggravation; as, I am perſuaded, a great part of 
what Diſſenters ſay, in this controverſy, for their 
own juſtification, is: as I ſaid in my former Let- 
ter to you. . | 5 | 
However, as they, no leſs than Conformiſts, 
may be ſincere in what they ſay and do; and as 


we are all (one fide as well as another) liable to 


error; and ſincerity in this caſe is better than 
truth, and to be good Chriſtians the main thing; 
it is fit, we ſhould bear with one another in thoſe 
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1 ſhall only ſay this: 


„ 661) 
things, in which, we may hope, God will bear 
with all honeſt Chriſtians. 5 „ 
Wherefore I conclude, praying, that we may 
be led into all neceſſary truth, and be kept from 
all dangerous error and preſumptuous ſin. 
Es OO il 
Your Sincere Friend and Servant, 
Jos EPE CROMPTOR. 


— — — — 


—— 


| Spoken to the Congregation at Little- 


Ireton, March 22, 1718. before 
Sermon in the Afternoon. 1 


| I Have already acquainted ſome of you with 


my deſign of deſiſting from my publick mi- 
niſtry here. Perhaps it may be expected that I 


ſhould at this time give ſome account of the rea- 


ſon of it: and I did deſign fo to have done. But 


That tho' I have thought it the beſt way for 
me to conform to the eſtabliſhed Church, after I 


have long conſider'd, and read, and pray'd to God 
concerning it; yet I do by no means condemn 


thoſe who think it is beſt for them to do other- 
\ 1 | 
That I ſhall be ready to ſatisfy any of you who 


- ſhall defire it of me, what conſiderations have 
. . 2 7 o „ 
prevailed with me to make this alteration. 


That I ſhall be ready, whilſt Iam amongſt you, 
not only to have friendly converſe with you, bur 


to aſſiſt you in private the beſt I am able; and fo 
far be your Miniſter ſtill, and pray with you, 


whether ſick or well: and I defire you would 
give me leave and opportunity ſo to do. | 
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| Some perhaps may think it improper for me 


to be here after this alteration that I intend to 
make. As to which, if my conforming will be 


ſuch an offence to you, that you cannot well bear 
it, and you will ſignify ſo much to me, I will re- 
move as ſoon as I can conveniently. I deſire you 


would ſpeak your minds as to this when Sermon 


is over, for I would not have you uneaſy at me. 
Burt if you can bear with me in that, I hope my 
being here will be to no body's difadvantage; I 
hope, it may in ſome meaſure be to our mutual 


advantage; unleſs it be either your fault or mine; 


3 


and I will endeavour it ſhall not be mine. 


I believe there is not much occaſion to warn 
you againſt cenſoriouſneſs and intemperate zeal in 


this matter of conformity and non- conformity. 
I am perſuaded of your moderation. I defire, 
you would not only retain that ſpirit, but encou- 
rage it in others, and oppoſe the contrary. It is 
a controverſy, about which men of greateſt Learn- 
ing and piety in this nation haye differed, and do 
differ. | : 2 27 
The difference is not great in itſelf, nor the 


error dangerous, on which ſide ſoever the error 
is. All ſincere and good chriſtians are in the way 


to heaven; whether they be in the one commu- 


nion, or in the other: and none elſe but they are 
in the way; let them be of what Church they 


will. ES 23 
Lay as much ſtreſs as you will upon real holi- 
neſs and ſincerity: but I am afraid that ſome Diſ- 


ſenters lay too much ſtreſs upon N 1 c 


as ſome Churchmen do upon Conformity. Tam 


ſorry for it; but I do not wonder at it: for Icon- 
ſider the weakneſs and frailty of mankind; how 


apt we are to contract ſtrong prejudices by means 
of our education, or otherwiſe, and to conceive 
wrong of things, and to lead or follow one ano- 
ther into extremes. | What 
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What is the difference? Have we not all one 
God; all one Saviour; all one Bible? Do not 


both teach one Doctrine? And are not their pray- 


ers and worſhip all one, as to ſubſtance? And do 
not we all hope for one heaven? I pray God give 


to all good chriſtians, who hope for one heaven, 


more moderate and charitable ſentiments towards 


one another. f 


Perhaps you may be troubled at my ceaſing my 
publick Miniſtry amongſt you: and ſo am I. But 


that is no more, than what happens as often as 


Miniſters remove from one people to another: a 
thing that happens frequently. Nay, it is not ſo 
much as that; for at preſent I ſhall be amongſt 
you; (unleſs you deſire me to go further oft; ) 
and, whilſt I am amongſt you, ſhall be glad to 
do you what Service I can in a private capacity. 

As for perſuading you to follow my example, 
and conform; I ſay, follow no man's example, 


but your own conviction. Let every man be ful- 


ly perſuaded in his own mind. Do that, which 


you believe 1s molt pleaſing to God, molt for the 
common intereſt of Religion, and your own E- 
dification: and then you will do right. I know | 
no better rule. I repeat it again. Follow no 
man's example, but your own conviction. Let 


every man be fully perſuaded in his own mind. 
Do that, which you believe is moſt pleaſing to 


God, moſt for the common intereſt of Religion, 


and your own edification: and then you will do 
right. I know no better rule. And tho” this 
rule lead one man to the Church, and another to 
the Meeting ; yet they are both in the right, and 
do well to follow it. Therefore I would not have 
you be diſturb'd at this ſeeming difference be- 


tween you and me. I hope, both you and I may 
be in the way to Heaven; and in this very thing 


both do right: I am ſure, we ſhould both do 
e N e 
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wrong, if we did got follow our own perſuaſions 


in the matter. Perhaps you may hear talk, as if 


it were tiyo Religions, that we are of: but ſuch 
talk is the effect of great ignorance and prejudice 


or Elſe it is deſigned the better to ſupport ſome 
party. 5 e ©. 
I thank you for all your reſpect to me. I have 


met with nothing elſe from any of you. I ac- 
knowledge, I have my ſelf been edified by my 


Miniſtry Here; and I here thank God for it: and 


if J have been a means of your edification, thank 


him too. I pray God forgive my imperfections 
and neglects, and yours alſo, during my miniſtry 
amongſt you. Let us continue to pray for one 


another; and be ſure to live piouſly and virtu- 
ouſly : and if we perſevere ſo to do, ſurely, ſure- 


ly we ſhall meet in Heaven at laſt, and be all of 


one mind and Communion there. Which God 
grant we may, for Chriſt Jeſus his ſake. Amen. 


—_—_ — | Hi... — 


CO PV of a LE TTER to my 
Mother, 1 


= 


1 e Little-Ireton, 
Honoured Mor HER, April 1. 1719, 
F T is likely you will hear of my having joined 
1 in Communion with the eſtabliſn'd Church. 
thought it became me to acquaint you with it 
my ſelf; therefore I have written this for your 


ftisfafttion. _ - 


Perhaps you will be ſomewhat troubled at this. 
news: but I deſire and hope you will believe thar 
T have not done this raſhly and inconfiderately z + 
that I have not done it without good and ſufficient 


reaſon, (in mine own opinton ) that no unworthy. 
| ; VIEWS 


— — 


thy Servant, and 


(659 


views or motives of any ſort have determined me 


to make this alteration; but that I have acted ſin- 


cerely, according to my perſuaſion; and that af- 


ter 1 had for a long time uſed the beſt means for 


my conviction: as reading, conſideration, and' 


prayer; . In ſhort, that I have done it with a 
good conſcience. 


I hope you may be fatisfied in what I have 


done, it you further conſider, that I may be as 
good a Chriſtian, (and perhaps a more uſeful Mi- 
niſter,) and to you as dutiful and affectionate a 


Son; and in all other reſpects as good a man, and 
lo as certainly in the way to heaven, being a Con- 


formilt as a Non-conformilt. = 

It you ſhould live to hear, and have cauſe to 
believe, that I am ſo changed, as not to be a good 
Man and a good Chriſtian, or in any reſpect a 
worſe Man or Chriſtian; then you, (and ali my 
friends) would have cauſe of trouble on my, :c- 
count. But I hope, by the grace of God, you 
will never have that cauſe. 


Therefore, dear Mother, whatever people may 


ſay, be not troubled on the account of my con- 

formity, as long as you believe me to be, as I 

hope I ever ſhall be, God's faithful, tho' unwor- 
REES 


* 


Your Dutiſul and 
Aﬀefionate Son, till Death, 


JosEPH CROMPTON. 
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COPYofa LETTER fo Mr. Bourn: 


To the Reverend Mr. Bo u xx, at Bolton 
in Lancaſhire. 1 


STR : Little-Ireton, April 1. 1719. 


HEN you have read the enclos'd to my 
Mother, you will ſee the deſigrof it is 
to acquaint her with my having conformed to the 
eſtabliſh'd Church; and likewiſe to prevent, what 
I can, any undue trouble and uneaſineſs in her 
mind upon that account. | 
But leſt it ſhould not have that effect, I deſire 
you would, if there be occaſion, uſe your endea- 
vours with her to the ſame end, and endeavour 
to ſatisfy her as far as you believe ſhe ought to 
be ſatisficd in this matter. 5 
For tho' ſome, (both Conformiſts and Non- 
conformiſts) thro' weakneſs and prejudice think, 
and ſome thro' policy repreſent, or would have 
others think, that the difference is greater, and 
the error (on which ſide ſoever ſuppoſed to be) 
is worſe than really it is; yet moderate, judicious 
and impartial men, on both ſides, know and will 
own, that whoever is a truly pious and virtuous 
man, and in this particular, as to the choice of 
his Communion, a ſincere man, doing as he is 
perſuaded in his own mind, is in no dangerous er- 
ror, which ſoever Communion his perſuaſion 
leads him to; but rather that he would be in a 
more dangerous error, if he did not follow his per- 
ſuaſion in this matter: and that it is the caſe of 
the uncharitable and hypocrites and wicked men 


of all forts, that is to be lamented; and not that 
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of the charitable, ſincere and religious, either aa 


mongſt Conformiſts or Non-conformiſts. _ 

I apply my ſelf to you on this occaſion out of 
tenderneſs for my Mother, and deſire of her eaſe; 
being perſuaded of your moderation and compaſ- 
ſionate temper „and my Mother being one of 
"ou wha e . t : | 

pray God to bleſs your labours, and - 
bours of all pious Miniſters of mer 4 


tion amongſt us, who endeavour to promote 


Chriſt's Religion, and oppoſe the Devil and his 
Kingdom; till all good men come to be of one 
mind, and of one communion: a thing to be 


wifhed for in this world, to b 33 
ment. , de EXPECTS en 


SIR, 
Your Obliged, 
Humble Servant, 
JosEPH CROMPTON. 
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COPY of a LETTER to Brother 
. James. 


Little-Ireton, 


Dear BROT N E R, April 1. 1719. 


WV THIN the incloſed Letter to Mr. Bowrn, 


there is one to my Mother; which is to 
acquaint her with my having conformed to the 
eſtabliſh'd Church, and to prevent her being un- 

duly troubled at it. 8 
But, leſt my Letter ſhould not have that ef- 
fect, I have written the inclos'd to Mr. Bousn, 
to 
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to defire him to uſe his endeavours with her to 


that end, if there be occaſion. : 
And this is to deſire you (after you have ſeen 


my Letter to Mother) to do the ſame; that is, 


endeavour to fatisfy her, if the appear diſturbed 
on this account. I think, there 1s that in my 
Letter to her, that may ſatisfy her, if ſhe believe 
and conſider it. For if my being a good Chriz 
ſtian, and in this particular acting with a good 
conſcience, be not ſufficient ground of ſatisfacti- 
on to all, that wiſh me well, I know not what 
is. I am ſure, the hopes hereof are the only 
ground of ſatisfaction in my ſelf; and not my be- 
ing Conformiſt or Diſſenter, as ſuch. © 

However, becauſe ſome of my Friends about 
you may perhaps be diſturbed ar this alteration, 
that I have made, if you, as it ſhall fall in your 


way, endeavour with mild words to quiet the 


minds of ſuch, I think, you will perform a good 
office; and you will oblige, 


Jour Loving Brother, 


Jos CRoOMPTON, 
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